
 

 

Plenipotentiary Conferences 

 

The first five ITU Plenipotentiary Conferences were not so named, and 
have been so designated later because they were major conferences 

which had the power of changing the ITU Convention/Constitution. The 

conferences designated as ñPlenipotentiaryò has varied over the years. 
In this catalog, the current designations (by ITU Library and Archives) 

are used.  

__________________________________________________________ 
P.1     International Telegraph Conference, Paris, France, 

1 Mar.-17 May 1865 

__________________________________________________________ 
P.2     International Telegraph Conference, Vienna, Austria, 

12 Jun.-21 Jul. 1868 

__________________________________________________________ 

P.3     International Telegraph Conference, Rome, Italy, 

1 Dec. 1871-14 Jan. 1872 

__________________________________________________________ 
P.4    International Telegraph Conference, St. Petersburg, Russia, 

1 Jun.-19 Jul. 1875 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

P.5     International Telegraph & Radiotelegraph Conference, Madrid, 

Spain, 3 Sep.-10 Dec. 1932 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

            

                           H1.                               H2. Registry Cancel 
       Obs. 5 Sep.-5 Dec. 1932            Obs.  22 Sep.-8 Nov. 1932     

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

                           F1.   Red, Obs. 1 Sep.-30 Dec. 1932 

              C1.  Red-violet 

                          CC1.                                                          CC2.   

       1st I in INTERNATIONALE                   1st I under right leg of N.                                                                 

under NC, last E under right side of G                    last E under GR                           

                   side of G                     

               Obs. 202x140                                             Obs.  144x111                           

 CC3. No serifs in CONFERENCES          CC4.  Serifs in CONFERENCES 

                     Obs. 144x111                                 Obs. 201x137, 211x138 

 

                   CC5.  Obs. 160x126                              CC6.  Obs. 210x138 

International Telecommunications Union (ITU) 
 
 ITU was founded in 1865 as the International Telegraph Union.  It was given its present name in 1932.  From 1869 to 

1948, ITU was headquartered in Bern, Switzerland. In 1948, ITU headquarters were moved to Geneva, Switzerland. The princi-

pal body of ITU is its Plenipotentiary Conference, generally held every 4 to 10 years. Other organs have come and gone over 

the years.  Consultative Committees (1924-1990) and TELECOM Exhibitions (1971 to date) will be listed separately.  Other 

conferences will be listed under ñOther ITU Conferencesò. There is also a section of ñITU Related Conferencesò. 
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Comité de Reception 
C2. 



 

 

ITU Plenipotentiary Conferences, continued 

P.5     International Telegraph & Radiotelegraph Conference, Madrid, 
Spain, 3 Sep.-10 Dec. 1932, continued 

 

French Delegation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             CC-FR1. On back flap, 146x113 & 170x112 
 

German Delegation 

                      C-GE1.                                       CC-GE1. 

 

Swiss Delegation 

 

 

 
 

 
 

                                        C-SWI1.  Violet 

 

United States Delegation 

 

 
 

 

                                CC-US1. Obs. 141x90 

                                CC-US2.  Obs. 186x120 

 

Service covers 

            Metered Service cover to Switzerland, 30 Dec. 1932 
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           Registered Metered Service cover to England, 3 Oct. 1932 

              Metered Service cover from Swiss Delegation with 

                                Hand Cancel H1., 5 Sep. 1932 

                   

Presentation Album 

 

 
 

 
Album Presented to 

Delegates by Spain 

 
 

 

Service cover with meter but no CC or cachet, $75 
Service cover with meter and CC or cachet, $150 

Service cover with H1. or H2., $200 

Presentation Album, $400 



 

 

ITU Plenipotentiary Conferences, continued 

 P.6     6th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, Atlantic City, NJ, USA, 
1 Jul.-2 Oct. 1947 

                           CC1.  240x114 & 240x114 Airmail 

             Service cover to Bern, Switzerland 18 Aug. 1947 

 
 

Telegraph Stamps 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  Three complimentary Telegraph stamps, 5c, 10c, and 50c (Sc. #ôs  

   17T1-T3), were issued in a booklet. Each booklet had 21 panes of  
   9 stamps, for a total of 98 5c stamps, 90 50c stamps, and one 10c 

   stamp. 

      Front & Back covers of Voided Telegraph stamp booklet. 

 
 

Three other ITU Conferences were held at Atlantic City: 

 
International Radio Conference, 16 Mayï 2 Oct. 1947 

 

International Administrative Telecommunications Conference,  

2 Jul.-2 Oct. 1947 

 

International Administrative High Frequency Radio Conference, 
15 Aug.-2 Oct. 1947 

 

These will be listed under ñOther ITU Conferencesò. 
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Presentation Booklet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               Example 

                               Page 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

        United States presented delegates an album of US Stamps. 
 

Service cover, $400 

Telegraph stamps-5c, $6; 10c, $250; and 50c, $6 
Presentation folder, $300 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

P.7     7th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
3 Oct-15 Dec. 1952 

                Argentina issued Sc. #622-24 on 30 Apr. 1954 

        

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                H1. Obs. 3 Oct-22 Dec. 1952 



 

 

ITU Plenipotentiary Conferences, continued 

P.7     7th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
3 Oct-15 Dec. 1952, continued 

                             F1.  Red, Obs. 20 Oct.-22 Dec. 1952 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                C1.                                       C2. 
 

 

 
 

                                                   C3. 
                      

 

 
 

                    CC1.  155x125  &  155x125 Air Mail 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                           CC2. 254x136 

 
 

 

 
 

CC3. (no embossed emblem), 239x105 Air Mail 

 
 

 

 
 

 

CC4. 155x125 Air 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

CC-CH1. (on back flap), 154x136 
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P.7     7th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
3 Oct-15 Dec. 1952, continued 

              

             Metered Service cover to ITU-Geneva, 20 Oct. 1952   

                              (Postage due, paid on back) 
 

Philatelic cover, $12; Service cover, $50 
_________________________________________________________ 

P.8     8th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, Geneva, Switzerland, 

14 Oct.-21 Dec. 1959 
 

 
H1. Obs. 14 Oct.-22 Dec. 1959                    E1. Red Imprint 

                                                            ñOFFICE TEMPORAIREò 

 

 

 

 
                                      

                                              C1.  Red 

    CC1.  162x114 & 228x156                         CC2.  162x114 



 

 

ITU Plenipotentiary Conferences, continued 

 P.8     8th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, Geneva, Switzerland, 
14 Oct.-21 Dec. 1959, continued 

                  Registered Service cover, 19 Nov. 1959 
 

Philatelic cover, $4; Service cover, $25; Registry label, add $5 

 
_________________________________________________________ 

P.9    9th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, Montreux, Switzerland, 14 
Sep.-12 Nov. 1965 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                 Switzerland issued Sc. 471-72 on 14 Sep. 1965 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                     H1. Type 1                              H1. Type 2 
                               Obs. 14 Sep.-12 Nov. 1965 

           Date number shapes different, more rounded on Type 1 

                     E1. Type 1                                  E1. Type 2 
  Type 1-both lines of text have same weight. Type 2-Second line of 

                             text is lighter than the first line. 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
                         E2.                                               C1. 

 

United Nations Philatelists Monograph, 2011-2013   REV. 7 Oct. 2013                  L5. 

P.9    9th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, Montreux, Switzerland, 14 
Sep.-12 Nov. 1965, continued 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                           CC1. 162x116 

                                         CC2. 161x114 

        Philatelic cover with CC of Swiss Secretariat, 14 Sep. 1965 

 
Plain Philatelic cover, $4; Philatelic  cover with Conference CC, $8; 

Registry label E1., add $6; Registry label E2; add $20 

_________________________________________________________ 

P.10     10th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference , Malaga-Torremolinos, 

Spain, 14 Sep.-26 Oct. 1973 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                       Spain issued Sc. #1772 on 14 Sep. 1973 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                              

                 H1. Obs. 11 Oct. 1973       H2. First Day, 14 Sep. 1973 
 

 

 



 

 

ITU Plenipotentiary Conferences, continued 

P.10     10th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference , Malaga-Torremolinos, 
Spain, 14 Sep.-26 Oct. 1973, continued 

   Registered Service cover with CC1. to ITU-Geneva, 11 Oct. 1973 
 

Philatelic cover with H2, $4; Philatelic cover with H1, $15; 

Service cover, $30; Registry label, add $5 
_________________________________________________________ 

P.11     11th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference , Nairobi, Kenya, 

28 Sep-16 Nov. 1982 

                  Kenya issued Sc.# 234-37 on 21 Oct. 1982 

 

 

    Kenyan Radio card for Conference 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 

 

  Geneva Radio card 
  for Conference 
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P.11.1    ITU Additional Plenipotentiary Conference, Geneva,  
Switzerland, 7-22 Dec. 1982 

_________________________________________________________ 

P.12      12th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, Nice, France, 
23 May-29 Jun. 1989 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

            France issued Sc.# 2154                         H1. First Day 
                      23 May 1989                                 23 May 1989 

 

_________________________________________________________ 
P.13       13th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP94), Kyoto, Japan 

18 Sep.-14 Oct. 1994 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
             Japan issued Sc.# 2425                        H1.  Red 

                    19 Sep. 1994                            Obs. 19 Sep. 1994 

 

 
                                    Japanese Folder for Stamp 

                       Metered Service cover, 27 Sep. 1994 

 

Philatelic cover, $4; Service cover, $25 



 

 

ITU Plenipotentiary Conferences, continued 

 P.14        14th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP98), Minneapolis, 
MN, USA, 12 Oct.-16 Nov. 1998 

                                 H1. Obs. 12-28 Oct. 1998 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  Auxiliary postmark  & Postage tape from Conference Postal Station 

 
Philatelic cover, $15 

_________________________________________________________ 

P.15        15th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP02), Marrakech, 
Morocco, 23 Sep.-18 Oct. 2002 

 

 

                Morocco issues SC.# 923-24 on 23 Sep. 2002 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                                 C1. 
 

Philatelic cover, $8 
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P.16        16th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP06), Antalya,  
Turkey, 4-24 Nov. 2006 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                      Turkey issued Sc. #3028-29 on 6 Nov. 2006 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                        H1. Obs. 6 Nov. 2006 
      Type 1ï Dash between                        Type 2ï No Dash 

            2006 & Antalya 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                    Conference Phone Card 
 

Philatelic cover, $6 

_________________________________________________________ 
P.17      17th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP10), Guadalajara, 

Mexico, 4-22 Oct. 2010 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

              Mexico issued Sc. #2697              Mexico City First Day 
                  on 4 Oct. 2010                        Cancel, Red, 4 Oct. 2010 

 

Philatelic cover, $8 
 

 



 

 

ITU Plenipotentiary Conferences, continued 

P.18      18th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (PP14), Busan, South 
Korea, 20 Oct.-7 Nov. 2014 

 South Korea issued Sc. 2432 on 1 Oct. 2014 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

H1. (when from Busan) 
 

 

 
 

 

PC1. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
PC2. 
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                   PC3. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                  PC4. 
 

 

 
 

 

Philatelic cover, $6 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

P.18  19th ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, Dubai, United Arab Emir-

ates, 29 Oct.-16 Nov. 2018 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   UAE issued stamp, 29 Oct. 2018                      H1. Blue, 
                 First Day, 29 Oct. 2018 

 

Philatelic cover, $6 



 

 

ITU Consultative Committees 
 

 The ITU International Consultative Committee on Telephone (CCIF) existed from 1924 to 1956; the Committee on 

Telegraph (CCIT), from 1926 to 1956; the Committee on Telephone & Telegraph (CCITT) from 1956 to 1988; and the Com-

mittee on Radio (CCIR) from 1929 to 1990. These Committees were governed by Plenary Assemblies, and held meetings of 

Sub-Committees and Study Commissions. 
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CCIF Plenary Assemblies 

 
F.1      1st, Paris, France, 28 Apr.-13 May 1924 

F.2      2nd, Paris, France, 22-29 Jun. 1925 
F.3      3rd, Paris, France, 29 Nov.-6 Dec. 1926 

F.4      4th, Rome, Italy, 5-12 Sep. 1927 

F.5      5th, Paris, France, 11-18 Jun. 1928 
__________________________________________________________ 

F.6      6th, Berlin, Germany, 3-10 Jun. 1929 

                                    Menu, Berlin, 5 Jun. 1929 

 
__________________________________________________________ 

F.7      7th, Brussels, Belgium, 16-23 Jun. 1930 

F.8      8th, Paris, France, 14-21 Sep. 1931 

F.9      9th, Madrid, Spain, 3-12 Sep. 1932 

__________________________________________________________ 

F.10   10th, Budapest, Hungary, 3-10 Sep. 1934 

                                  M1. Obs. 7-10 Sep. 1934 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                              C1. Violet 

 

Philatelic cover, $100; Service cover, $150 

F.11   11th, Copenhagen, Denmark, 11-20 Jun. 1936 

                               F1. Red, Obs. 22 Jun. 1935 

 

Cover with meter, $100 
_______________________________________________________ 

F.12   12th, Cairo, Egypt, 4-5 Feb. 1938 

_______________________________________________________ 
F.13   13th, London, England, 29-30 Oct. 1945 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

      
       H1. Obs. 29 Oct. 1945            Registry label used with H1. 

                       Registered Service Cover, 29 Oct. 1945 

                            With General Post Office Cachet 
 

Service cover, $150; Registry label, add $25 

_______________________________________________________ 
F.14   14th, Montreux, Switzerland, 26-31 Oct. 1946 

 

 

 

  
H1.  Obs. 21 Oct.-1 Nov. 1946       Registry label used with H1. 

                                                    

 
 



 

 

CCIF Plenary Assemblies, continued 

F.14   14th, Montreux, Switzerland, 26-31 Oct. 1946, continued 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                                 C1. 

                         Philatelic cover with CC1.  175x126 

 

Plain Philatelic cover, $25; Philatelic cover with C1. or CC1.,$35; 
Registry label, add $5 

_________________________________________________________ 

F.15   15th, Paris, France, 23 May-14 Aug.1949 
_________________________________________________________ 

F.16   16th, Florence, Italy, 22-27 Oct. 1951 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
         H1. Obs. 13-15 Oct. 1951                          C1. 

 

                                    Registry label stamped 
                                             With C1. 

 

                                                  E1. 
 

 

 
 

                                        CC1.  149x119 
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   F.16   16th, Florence, Italy, 22-27 Oct. 1951, continued 
  

 

                                 

Service cover, 15 Oct. 1951 

 

Philatelic cover, $20; Service cover, $40; Registry label, add $25  

_________________________________________________________ 

F.17   17th, Geneva, Switzerland, 4-13 Oct. 1954 
_________________________________________________________ 

F.18   18th, Geneva, Switzerland 3-14 Dec. 1956 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

            H1. Obs. 11 Nov.-24 Dec. 1956  ñOffice Temporaireò 
 

 

 
 

                  C1.   Red                                     C2. Red 

 

H1., C1. & C2. were used at a postal station serving three ITU  

Plenary Assemblies: 

        F.18  18th CCIF, 3-14 Dec. 1956 
        T.8    8th CCIT, 8-14 Dec. 1956, and 

        TT.1  1st CCITT, 15-22 Dec. 1956 

 
H1. was used with C1., C2., or with no cachet. 

             

Service cover from Austrian Delegate, 12 Dec. 1956 

 

Philatelic cover, $15; Service cover, $35 


