Universal Postal Union (UPU)

The Universal Postal Union (UPU) was founded in 1874 as the General Postal Union, the name being changed to the
present one in 1878. UPU is governed by the Universal Postal Congress, which meets about every five years. The Council of
Administration, formerly called the Executive Council, meets annually. The Postal Operations Council, formerly the

Consultative Council for Postal Studies, also meets annually.
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Universal Postal Congresses

c.1 1st, Berne, Switzerland, 15 S&pOct. 1874 7z */”//’/”/’/ c.,) 5
X e 3

C.2 2nd, Paris, France, 2 MayJun.1878
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CC2. Note Card 117x89

Hand cancel for Universal Post & Telegraph Exposition,

Obs. 31 May6 Jun. 1878 f
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C3 3rd, Lisbon, PortugaB Feb-21 Mar. 1885

c4 4th, Vienna, Austria, 20 Mag Jul. 1891
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Space between bottom of W and the | is greater in
Type 2 than in Type 1
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T1. Telegraph cancel RM1. Receiving Mark

Service note card to Vienna, 11 Jun. 1891

Service cover with H1., $1500; Registry label, add $500,
T1., T2., or ML1. on cover, $1000

ML1. Packet Label

United Nations Philatelists Monograph, 202013 REV. 21 Mar. 2019 R1.



Universal Postal Congresses, continued

C.5 5th, Washington, DC, USA, 5 Ma}5 Jun. 1897

M1. Obs. 5 May21 Jun. 1897

CONGRES POSTAL UNIVERSEL

o pEPINGRRN T —

CC1. CCis 51x7, Envelope 117x94
CONGRES POSTAL UNIVERSEL
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CC2. CCis 63x8, Envelope 146x121

CONGRES POSTAL UNIVERSEL
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Service cover to Mexico, 26 May 1897

125 sets of US stamps & postal stationary were overprinted
AUNI VERSAL POSTAL CONGRESSO
These were not valid for postage.

Philatelic cover with H1., $100; Service cover, $200

R2. REV. 24 Oct. 2023

C51 Special , for 25th Anniversary, Berne, Switzerland,
2-5 Jul. 1900
18 puStaLy

3 BERNI, &4

Inyessl s
H1. Obs. 25 Jul. 1900, Registry Label
Also as Proof on 1 Jun.1900 Observed with H1
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CC1. 131x107 CC2. 146x116
CC2. has larger print; Line underneath is more ornate.
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Service cover to Berne, 4 Jul. 1900

10c Swiss Postal Card for Anniversary, Registered, 3 Jul. 1900

Philatelic cover, $50; Service cover, $200; Registry label, add $50

Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Natit;#gencies & its Predecessors



Universal Postal Congresses, continued

C.6

H1. AiBar s o

Obs. 16 Apii. 25 May 1906 Obs. 9 Apr. 1906
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VI GONGRESSD
POSTALE UNIVE aLE

El. C1.

* VNION:POSTALE :

MCMVI-
+ VNIVERSELLE - T 1T

*ROME -

<
L

CC1. 142x115
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Note: Dates of use of H1. and H2. Undoubtedly one or both of thg
cancels were used on other dates. Observations solicited.
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Service cover to Paris, 29 Apr. 1906

Italy issued Special Post Cards for the Congress in various color
combinations:

Post Card| Paper Color | Address side Printing Message side Printing
PC1. Gray Black Blue
PC2. Cream ? Blue
PC3. Cream Black Rose
PC4. Cream Black Green
PCS. Cream Green Green
PCé6. Cream Black Orange

C.6

6th, Rome, Italy, 7 Aps26 May 1906, continued

Special Post Card, Registered to Budapest, 8 May 1906
(Address side gray paper, black printing)
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Special Post Card, Registered to Turin, 20 May 1906
(Address side cream, black printing)
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Special Post Card, Registered to London, 18 May 1906
(Address side cream paper, green printing)

Message side of Special Post Card
(Gray paper, Blue printing)

United Nations Philatelists Monograph, 202013

REV. 21 May 2013
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Universal Postal Congresses, continued
C.6

C.6 6th, Rome, Italy, 7 Aps26 May 1906, continued

6th, Rome, ltaly, 7 Apr26 May 1906, continued
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EDIZIONE VFFICIALE RIZERVATA

Message side of Special Post Card
(Cream paper, Orange printing)
Message side of Special Post Card
(Cream paper, Blue printing)

Additional observations & images of Congress post cards are
solicited.

wonPollale Vniverselle
2R2A VI, CONGRES < %
Ronte. Avril. MCM-VI,
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EDIZIONE VFFICIALE RUSERVATA

Message side of Special Post Card
(Cream paper, Green printing)

Delegate Pass

Coprespondance.

| Nscs atleridon Yo aceilliccres

gl

EDIZIONE VFFICIALE

NLSE RVATA

Message side of Special Post Card Incoming mail to Congress, with Congress hand
(Cream paper, Rose printing) Cancel used as Receiving mark, May 14, 1906

Philatelic cover with H1., $100; Service cover with H1., $300;
Philatelic cover with H2., $200; Service cover with H2., $400

Incoming cover with H1. as a Receiving mark, $150;
Registry label, add $100

REV. 1 Oct. 2015 Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors



Universal Postal Congresses, continued

C.7

7th, Madrid, Spain, 1 Oe80 Nov. 1920

Spain issued Sc. #3130

On 1 Oct. 1920. 100 sets with
the control number A.000,000
printed on the back were given
to delegates & sent as specimen
to the UPU.

H1. Obs. 1 Oct30 Nov. 1920 H1. Error, 19 instead of 20

e TA. Umi

-

S 28 x.20] |

RECCMMARDE
IPADRID

H2. Registry, Obs. 25 Oe30 Nov. 1920

M1. Obs. 19 Oct30 Nov. 1920

United Nations Philatelists Monograph, 202013

REV. 3 Sep. 2014

CONGRES PGSTAL
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H4. Money Order
Obs. 30 Nov. 1920

C1.
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€32

'‘on Polenaise
z ' grog Postal Universyl
] id-1920.

C-POL1. Red, Polish Delegation

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
VII.E CONGRES. -MADRID 1820

-7

CC1. 145x115, 171x115 & 189x115

Note: Observations of other dates for the cancels are solicited. It is

assumed that all cancels were used throughout the Congress, but only

observed dates are listed.

VIl Congraso Postal
MaD RO

N 1234

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
VILE CONGRES. - MADRID 150

Registered Service cover to Rome, 21 Nov. 1920

R5.



Universal Postal Congresses, continued

C.7 7th, Madrid, Spain, 1 Oe80 Nov. 1920, continued
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UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
VILE CONGRES. - MADRID 1320 S

Service cover to Bern, 30 Nov. 1920, with M1.

UNION FBATALE UNIVERSELLE
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Service cover to Stockholm, 23 Oct. 1920, with H1,

. TAR) FT@“ \

\
\ N X /" g 10m

X romesoddblon [ gy
“,-: R (7 :}",‘.\Q‘pl Iy \\' )
LA
' Qb Bilochs
potileioesD HANLsuiR TRALLR- VIR A VOTHIAL
W pandbudwe 0 A ; ?'.(;QWQCF
APLOTE RyORL . -~
YN oM

Service post card from Polish Delegation, 26 Oct. 1920

Service cover with H1. or M1., $100; Registry cancel & label,
add $200; Insured cancel, add $300; Money order cancel, $300,
Cover with H1. error date 19, add $50

R6. REV. 11 Jun. 2013

Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors



Universal Postal Congresses, continued Cc.8

C8 8th, Stockholm, Sweden, 4 328 Aug. 1924

H2. City Hall cancel. Used
opening banquet & 50th Anniversary celebration)

8th, Stockholm, Sweden, 4 J@8 Aug. 1924, continued

CC1. On Back flap, 139x101

Congrés Postal Universel $fockholrr}i-192.4;-;.‘

On front, centered across top

CC2. 204x138 & 211x146 Manila

DES

n
f

H1. Type 2

EN SOUVENIR DU JOUR DE LA SIGNATUR

ACTES DU Ville CONGRES POSTAL |
UNIVERSFL DE STOCKHOLM

C1. Used on Souvenirs from Closing Ceremony

C-CR1. Costa Rica Delegation, Violet

ap

N G o

4 Jul. & 16 Aug. 1924 (for souvenirg

~Congrés Postal Universel

& R Stockholm-Postkongressen
N:r 4224

ckholm-Postkongragsen:

Congrés Postal Universel.

E1l. Registry

United Nations Philatelists Monograph

i cats

PC1.

Delegate Souvenir Card
Axel Jungstedt,

with H1. Type 2.

4 Jul. 1924

PC1. also observed on
Cream card stock.

E2. Insured

, 202013 REV. 31 Jan. 2013

R7.



Universal Postal Congresses, continued

CARTE POSTALE

C8 8th, Stockholm, Sweden, 4 }328 Aug. 1924, continued
Hand Cancels used on Delegate tours: PC3.
Mailed
To Berne g
Bowsicn Suvwin . ks
LE
B(/ww £
SUAG
H4. Mariefred H5. Strangnas H6. Alfkarleo e

Used 16 Jul. 1924 Used 16 Jul. 1924  Used 23, 28 Jul. ]

£Q

H7. Sundsvall H8. Solleftea H9. Ostersundgl
Used 24 Jul. 1924 Used 24 Jul. 1924 Used 25 Jul. 192

£l

# Cancel | Date Picture

PC1. H1. 4 Jul. 1924 | Axel Jungstedt,

PC2A. | H2. 4 Jul. 1924 Stockholm City Hall

H10. Are H11. Rattvik H12. Falun e 0 Aun. 1922 | Stockoim Gt Hal
Used 26 Jul. 1924  Used 27 Jul. 1924  Used 28 Jul. 1948 i uo- ockhotm Sy nal
PC3. H2. 16 Aug. 1924 Stockholm Harbor View
R = | PC4. |H2. |16 Aug. 1924| Stockholm, Royal Palace
% I' I 9 : PC5. H3. 28 Aug. 1924 Stockholm, Parliament
'F:’CZA- ‘ g AL PC6. | H4. 16 Jul. 1924 | Mariefred, Gripsholm Castle
or : |
Opening ; ! PC7. H5. 16 Jul. 1924 | Strangnas
Banquet§ - s L omr { PC8. | H7. 24 Jul. 1924 | Sundsvall, Fountain
e -
~ PCo. H7. 24 Jul. 1924 | Sundsvall, Lumber Mill & Logs
— g PC10. | H8. 24 Jul. 1924 | Solleftea, View of Town
= - - PC11. | Ha. 24 Jul. 1924 | Solleftea, River Bend
PC12. | H9. 25 Jul. 1924 | Ostersund, View of Countryside
PC13. | H9. 25 Jul. 1924 | Ostersund, View of Town

PC14. | H10. 26 Jul. 1924 | Are, Waterfall, Broad View

PC15. | H10. 26 Jul. 1924 | Are, Waterfall, Closeup

PC16. | H10. 26 Jul. 1924 | Are, Rapids

PC17. | H11. 27 Jul. 1924 | Rattvik, People & Cabins

PC18. | H11. 27 Jul. 1924 | Rattvik. Rowboat

PC19. | H12. 28 Jul. 1924 | Falun, Copper mine

PC20. | H12. 28 Jul. 1924 | Falun, Church

PC21. | H12. 28 Jul. 1924 | Falun, Three Women

PC2B. . - PC22. | H6. 28 Jul. 1924 | Alfkarleo, Waterfall, Rock in Center

With | s 2
j I 3 veacitiorrae PC23. | H6. |23 Jul. 1924 | Alfkarleo, Waterfalls

Normal
Message
Side, with
C-CR1.

Stockholm, Stadshuset 2 L'Hitel de Ville

R8. REV. 30 Jan. 2013 Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors



Universal Postal Congresses, continued

C.8

PCA4.

8th, Stockholm, Sweden, 4 }328 Aug. 1924, continued

@ CARTE POSTAIRS

<

Cideww Ropai

Stectiolor, Nuwgl, slotver —

PC5.

United Nations Philatelists Monograph, 202013
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Universal Postal Congresses, continued

C8 8th, Stockholm, Sweden, 4 }328 Aug. 1924, continued
|

CARTE POST

PC11.

PC8.

@ CARTE POSTAL}

CARTE POSTALI

PC12.

PCo9.

CARTE

PC10.

R10. Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors



Universal Postal Congresses, continued

C8 8th, Stockholm, Sweden, 4 }328 Aug. 1924, continued

CARTE X r\'r/(

PC14.

Kyrkfolk, Rittoik — Paysans dalécarliens, en habits des dimanches (Rittoik)

m CARTE POST

PC15.

PC17.,
Mailed by
Delegate

| To France

United Nations Philatelists Monograph, 202013

CARTE POSTALJ

PC109.

R11.



Universal Postal Congresses, continued

C.8

8th, Stockholm, Sweden, 4 }328 Aug. 1924, continued
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Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors

PC23.

Congrés Postal Universel
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Registered Service cover to Germany, 28 Aug. 1924

WM

Yoess AP

Service cover to Berne, 12 Aug. 1924




Universal Postal Congresses, continued

C8 8th, Stockholm, Sweden, 4 }328 Aug. 1924, continued

CARTE POSTALEIR
POSTKAR TE
CARTOLINA POST,

AU Bureau du Secrétariat
gu Conmgres interaationsl
de 1'Union

(23

Ok &,

postale uaiverselle

Incoming mail with H1. as a Receiving mark, 12 Jul. 1924

Service cover with H1.,$75; Service cover with H3., $100;

Registry label, add $75; Insured label, add $300; Incoming mail with
H1, as receiver, $75; Post card, unaddressed, with one of Congrgss
postmarks, $40; Post card, mailed by delegate with one of Congress

postmarks, $75

United Nations Philatelists Monograph, 202013

REV. 21 Dec. 2012
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Universal Postal Congresses, continued

C.9

9th, London, England, 10 M&38 Jun. 1929

United Kingdom issued Sc.# 209 on 10 May 1929. Coils
exist for 0.5d & 1d stamps. Two different booklets with 0.5d, 1d
& 1.5d stamps & advertising labels were also issued.

H2. Violet
Obs. 10 May Jul. 1929

H3. Violet, RedViolet
Obs. 17 May 3 Jul. 1929

DA A A A IR ST AT A

I.ondn
postal Union Congress

No. 273

El.

Fakes of H1. exist. H2. & H3. probably were used throughout tf
Congress period. Observations other than those indicated are
solicited.

R14. REV. 12 Jan. 2017

POSTCON

C2. Black, Violet C3. Violet

Note: C2. and C3. only observed on favor items. Observations of
service use is solicited,

CC1. Embossed, on back flap, 128x103 Cream & Bluish

UNION POSTALE
+ UNIVERSELLE

CONGRES DE LONDRES
1929

Front, upper left
CC2. 127x101 Manila

Back flap

e —
UNION POSTALE

UNIVERSELLE

CONGRES DE LONDRES 1929

Front, upper left

Back flap
CC3. 228x103 Manila, 246x124 Manila

Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors



Universal Postal Congresses, continued

c9 9th, London, England, 10 Mege Jun. 1929, continued

32 ‘_ LYWL R LS
Front, upper left Back flap *

CC4. 265x198 Manila

Front, upper left Back flap
CC5. 275x204 Manila

* Not actual image. Assuming that CC4. has the same back flap ¢
CC5.

The most apparent difference in CC3.,CC4. & CC5. are the Iengtm 0

the horizontal lines, but there are also differences in letter spacin\

Monsneur le Dr. R. FURRER,
Berners Hotel,

Berners Street,

n

W.1l.
Service cover to England, 10 May 1929
ML1. 108x70

Delegation of Th W t
Unive atal Eongress 2
Fondon--1929 =

CC-US1. 153x89

Service cover with H2,, C1., & ML1., 18 May 1929
United Nations Philatelists Monograph, 262013 REV. 26 Aug. 2016

R15.



Universal Postal Congresses, continued

c9 9th, London, England, 10 M&38 Jun. 1929, continued

— e —
%C_._..k_,_y_ﬁ__ e

By

MINISTERE DES COLONIES ITALIENNES

> ¥
[R5 :
0. 273 q~: SYERED

Honsieur

4

DANIEL JOSEPH O' KELIY

Délégué de 1' UNION DE L'AFRIQUE DU SUD

Service cover with E1. & H3., 17 May 1929

[sv AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

Registered Service cover to Finland, 27 May 1929
The use of H1. on Registered covers is more common.

Mniebeal Yartal Catitrss -V
- Tomdou-1929 [~ 2L 2V
\ ol
\," 1 ,/— P 5
‘?EM/%.‘_ -
d ;o
— < ALt

Service cover from US Delegation, 3 Jul. 1929

Philatelic cover with H1., $30; Service cover with H1., $75;
Philatelic cover with H2., $150; Service cover with H2., $250;
Registry label, add $75; Service cover with E1. & H3., $350

R16. Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors



Universal Postal Congresses, continued

C.10 10th, Cairo, Egypt, 1 Fet20 Mar. 1934

Egypt issued Sc.# 171090 on 1 Feb. 1934

\LJ:}.//. Un}ﬁ Rgstato:~/ -

R e :}sr GAlkip=~
oL L - Rl
[,»r?m-t-& iR 1934
Pt 4

Cofonats PasTAL /
Q‘\l\’EQbf L

v B
H1. (Dia. 28) H2. (Dia. 34.5)
Black, Blue Black, Red, Violet

Obs. 31 Jaii.31 Mar. 1934 Obs. 30 J&81 Mar. 1934

PR
R 1qve Zas
/5

LE CAIRE X'CU\&RF\ POSFAL i N (i
AIRE 9163
H3. Post Paid E1. Imprint

Note: H2. probably applied at Congress mail room, H1. applied af
post office. H2. sometimes applied one day before H1.

S1. Embossed Seal

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE-X* CONGRES—LE CAIRE I8
-
Y b r ke aia P L

Frontacross top

CCL1. Light Green, 190x122
Manila, 208x149

X®* CONGRES POSTAL UNIVERSEL

X&™E CONGRES POSTAL UNIVERSEL

CC2. Bluegreen, on black flap, 159x113

WTE 2iors sl

LE CAIRE. 1934

Frontupper left
CC3.189x131

on back flap

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE —X¢ CONGRES—LE CAIRE 1934

Frontacross top
On back
Flap CC4. 250x170 Manila

SEBEENS A
VTE aesr i Al
AT Pl CC5. On fronupper left,
Py (229x110

LE CAIRE, 1934

COMMISSION LOCALE

CC6. On back flap 158x122 Creme

= o ol TR T TN

o
UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE—X® CONGRES—LE CAIRE 1934

Recommandée

Monsieur

lMaurice Junod,

Secrétaire-adjoint au Bureau international

de 1'Uhlon postale universells,

United Nations Philatelists Monograph, 202013
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Registered Service cover to UMBgrne, 26 Mar. 1934

REV. 25 Mar 2019 R17.



Universal Postal Congresses, continued
10th, Cairo, Egypt, 1 Fet20 Mar. 1934, continued

c.10

Registered parcel
front with H1. & H3.,

21 Feb. 1934

Baggage tag with
S1.and E1.

Service cover to Vaud, Switzerland, 13 Mar

. 1934

R18. REV. 15 May 2014

Registered Service cover to England, 19 Mar. 1934

Incoming mail to
Congress, with H1.
used as receiver, 12

R =
o & Palace Hotel Feb. 1934
BUEZ -
ADEN 5 Heliopolis
«Z.¢  Kaire  Le Cakie

IRC1.

Philatelic mail with H1., $30; Service cover with H1. & H2., $75;
Service cover with H3., $250; Registry label, add $25; Baggage tag
with Seal (Rare), $600; Incoming mail with H1. as receiver, $75; H2.
with earlier date than H1., add $25; H2. black rather than red or violet,

add $25; IRC, $75

Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors



