
World Health Assemblies 
 

A.1     1st, Geneva, 24 Jun.-28 Jul. 1948 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

                         

                     H1. Type 1                             H1. Type 2 
                             Obs. 24 Jun.-28 Jul. 1948 

Many differences-most obvious: the larger N in GENEVE on Type 1. 

 CC1. 139x108 & 135x111 Manila           CC2.  222x115 Airmail  

    Service cover to UN-NY, 16 Jul. 1948. Note WHO overprinted  

  stamp, Interim Commission CC and boxed ñO.M.S.ò Origin cachet 

 
Switzerland issued WHO Service stamps, Sc. #ôs 5O1-5,17,19,22 & 

25 on 24 Jun. 1948. These are regular stamps & did not commemo-

rate the Assembly. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
               

 
 

 

             UNEO Service cover from UN-Radio about broadcasts, 
                           WHO Assembly cancel, 28 Jul. 1948 

World Health Organization (WHO) & Predecessors 
 
 The World Health Organization was founded in 1948.  Its predecessor organizations were the International Health 

Office in Paris and the Health Section in Geneva, both part of the League of Nations, and the Pan American Sanitary Bureau 

in Washington, DC, the predecessor of the WHO Regional Office for the Americas.  The World Health Assembly, the govern-

ing body of WHO, meets annually. The Headquarters of WHO are in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Predecessor Conferences 

 
International Sanitary Conferences: 

P.1   1st, Paris, France, 23 Jul. 1851-19 Jan. 1852 
P.2   2nd, Paris, 9 Apr.-30 Aug. 1859 

P.3   3rd, Constantinople, Turkey, 13 Feb.-26 Sep. 1866 

P.4   4th, Vienna, Austria, 1 Jul.-1 Aug. 1874 
P.5   5th, Washington, DC, USA, 5 Jan.-1 Mar. 1881 

P.6   6th, Rome, Italy, 20 May-13 Jun. 1885 

P.7   7th, Venice, Italy, 5-31 Jan. 1892 
_________________________________________________________.

8   8th, Dresden, Germany, 11 Mar.-15 Apr. 1893 

_________________________________________________________.

9   9th, Paris, 7 Feb.-3 Apr. 1894 

P.10  10th, Venice, 16 Feb.-19 Mar. 1897 
P.11  11th, Paris, 10 Oct.-3 Dec. 1903 

P.12  12th, Paris, 7 Nov.1911-17 Jan. 1912 

P.13  13th, Paris, 10 May-21 Jun. 1926 
P.14  14th, Paris, 28-31 Oct. 1938 

 

IH.1  Conference for the Creation of the International Health Office, 
Paris, 3-10 Dec. 1907 

IH.2  Session of International Health Office, Paris,  

7 Nov. 1911ï 17 Jan. 1912 
IH.3   Session of International Health Office, Paris, 3-13 Jun. 1919 

 

League of Nations health-related conferences are listed under League of 
Nations. 

Pan American Sanitary Conferences, which started in 1902, are listed 

under WHO Regional Conferences. 
__________________________________________________________ 

Founding of WHO 

 
F.1   International  Health Conference, New York, NY,  

19 Jun.-22 Jul. 1946     

_________________________________________________________

Sessions of Interim Commission of WHO 
 
IC.1   1st, New York, NY, USA, 19-23 Jul. 1946 

_________________________________________________________I

C.2   2nd, Geneva, Switzerland, 4-13 Nov. 1946 
Service 

cover to 

Interim 
Commission 

Office in 

NY, 9 Nov. 
1946 

 

Service 
cover, $100 

__________________________________________________________ 

IC.3     3rd, Geneva, 31 Mar.-12 Apr. 1947 

IC.4     4th, Geneva, 30 Aug.-13 Sep. 1947 
IC.5     5th, Geneva, 22 Jan.-7 Feb. 1948 

IC.5     6th, Geneva, 18-23 Jun. 1948 

CL1.   
 

 

 

 

Cinderella, $100 



World Health Assemblies, continued 

A.1     1st, Geneva, 24 Jun.-28 Jul. 1948, continued 

     Service cover from US Delegation, Geneve Exp. Lettres slogan 

                                     Cancel, 30 Jun. 1948 

 
Philatelic cover, $12; UNEO cover as shown, $25, Service cover, $60 

Registry label, add $12 

Note: A complete set of service stamps on  Assembly CC, cancelled 
with the Assembly cancel first day, 24 Jun. 1948, $300 

_________________________________________________________ 

A.2     2nd, Rome, Italy, 13 Jun-2 Jul. 1949 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                            Italy issued Sc.#522 on 13 Jun. 1949 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                      H1. Type 1                                  H1. Type 2 

                                   Obs. 13 Jun.-4 Jul. 1949 

     Many differences-most obvious: Fewer & larger bars on Type 2. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                  E1.  Type 1                                     E1.  Type 2 

                C1. Type 1                                     C1. Type 2 

           D in DELLA under 2nd S in Type 1, under SS in Type 2. 

 
 

                                   

 
                        DM1. Violet-black (OMS), Black (date) 

 

T2.                                                        REV. 11 Jan. 2013                                                           Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors 

A.2     2nd, Rome, Italy, 13 Jun-2 Jul. 1949, continued 

            CC1. 135x116 Manila                                 CC2. 

                    & 145x113                                 225x118 Airmail 
 

 

 
 

 

                                  CC3.  On back flap, 154x121 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Registered 
Service Cover 

To Geneva, 

17 Jun. 1949 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Express cover from  

WHO-Geneva to 

Assembly, received 
18 Jun. 1949 

 

 
 

Philatelic cover, $12; Philatelic cover on Assembly CC, $25;  

Service cover, $50; Registry label, add $25; H1. Type 2, add $25; 
Incoming Service cover, $25 



World Health Assemblies, continued 

A.3     3rd, Geneva, 8-27 May 1950 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                       H1. Type 1                              H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 8-27 May 1950 

Many differences-most obvious: the larger N in GENEVE on Type 1. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                               CC1. Obs. 136x109 Manila 

       Service cover, 18 May 1950. Note UN-Geneva hand cancel, 

             WHO Service stamp, and boxed OMS Origin cachet 

 
Philatelic cover, $10; Service cover, $40; Registry label, add $10 

 

Note: A listing of Non-special Registry labels on Assembly covers 
and IRCôs with Assembly cancels will be given after the Assembly 

listings. 
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A.4     4th, Geneva, 7-26 May 1951 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                        H1. Type 1                              H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 7-26 May 1951 
Many differences-most obvious: the larger N in GENEVE on Type 1. 

              Service cover sent Express to Paris, 21 May 1951 
 

Philatelic cover, $8; Service cover, $40; Registry label, add $8 

_________________________________________________________ 
A.5      5th, Geneva, 5-24 May 1952 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                           H1. Type 1                            H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 5-24 May 1952 

Many differences-most obvious: the larger N in GENEVE on Type 1. 

          Service cover, 12 May 1952. WHO CC, WHO Service Stamp, 

                       Boxed OMS & C.& GS. Origin cachets 
 

                     C&GSï Conference and General Services 

 
Philatelic cover, $8; Service cover, $40; Registry label, add $8 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

*  



World Health Assemblies, continued 

A.6      6th, Geneva, 5-23 May 1953 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                      H1. Type 1                                  H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 5-23 May 1953 
Many differences-most obvious: the larger N in GENEVE on Type 1. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                     Service cover to England, 15 May 1953 
 

Philatelic cover, $8; Service cover, $40; Registry label, add $8 

_________________________________________________________ 
A.7     7th, Geneva, 4-22 May 1954 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                   H1. Type 1                                  H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 4-22 May 1954 
Many differences-most obvious: the larger N in GENEVE on Type 1. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
                

                Service cover to Washington, DC, 10 May 1954 

 
Philatelic cover, $8; Service cover, $40; Registry label, add $8 

 

T4.                                                                                                                                                 Postal History of Conferences & Meetings of the United Nations, its Agencies & its Predecessors 

A.8    8th, Mexico City, Mexico, 10-27 May 1955 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

       H1. Obs. 27 May 1955             DM.1  Obs. 25-27 May 1955 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                                    C1. 

                 Service cover to UN-New York, 27 May 1955 

 

Unaddressed Philatelic cover on WHO CC, $200; Service cover, $350 

_________________________________________________________ 

A.9    9th, Geneva, 8-26 May 1956 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                   H1. Type 1                                  H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 8-26 May 1956 

Many differences-most obvious: the larger N in GENEVE on Type 1. 
 

Philatelic cover, $6; Service cover, $30; Registry label, add $6 

*  

*  

*  



World Health Assemblies, continued 

A.10    10th, Geneva, 7-25 May 1957 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                     H1. Type 1                               H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 7-25 May 1957 

Many differences-most obvious: the larger N in GENEVE on Type 1. 
 

Philatelic cover, $6; Service cover, $30; Registry label, add $6 

_________________________________________________________ 
A.11    11th, Minneapolis, MN, USA, 26 May-13 Jun. 1958 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
   H1. Obs. 26-28 May 1958                        C1.  Red 

            F1. Meter PB 115088, Obs. 26 May-13 Jun. 1958 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                   DM1. Red                                     DM2. Red 

              Obs. 26 May 1958                  Obs. 28 May-13 Jun. 1958 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                RM1. Obs. 27 May-3 Jun. 1958 

   F2. Only Obs. As Proof, 9 Apr. 1958, on Minnesota Dept. of Health 
                                   CC unmailed envelope 
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A.11    11th, Minneapolis, MN, USA, 26 May-13 Jun. 1958, continued 
 

 

 
 

 

                         
                      CC1. 241x105, Organizing Committee 

 

 
 

 

       
                                  CC2. On Large Cover                               

                               

                       
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
                      Service cover to Canada, 28 May 1958 

      

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

        

 
               Service cover from Organizing Committee, 15 May 1958 

     

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
               Service cover from UN-New York to Assembly, with 

                           Receiving Mark, 3 Jun. 1958 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                    Invitation to Opening Meeting, 28 May 1958 

 
Philatelic cover, $5; Service cover, $30; Incoming mail with RM1., 

$20; Meter F2., $15 

 

*  



World Health Assemblies, continued 

A.12     12th, Geneva, 12-30 May 1959 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                    H1. Type 1                                 H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 12-30  May 1959 
Many differences-most obvious: the larger N in GENEVE on Type 1. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                   E1. Black imprint  ñOFFICE TEMPORAIREò 

                                                    C1. 

                         Invitation to Opening Ceremonies 

 

Philatelic cover, $5; Service cover, $25; Registry label, add $10 
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A.13      13th, Geneva, 3-21 May 1960 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                      H1. Type 1                                H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 3-21  May 1969 

Many differences-most obvious: the larger N in GENEVE on Type 1. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                      E1.  Red Imprint  ñOFFICE TEMPORAIREò 

 

 

 

 
                                              

                                                   C1. Red 

                             Invitation to Opening Ceremonies 

 

Philatelic cover, $5; Service cover, $25; Registry label, add $10 

*  



World Health Assemblies, continued 

A.14     14th, New Delhi, India, 7-24 Feb. 1961 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                 H1.  Obs. 7-24 Feb. 1961 

                               F1. Red, Obs. 7-24 Feb. 1961 

 
      C1. Violet, Note 1960 date                               C2. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                          RM1.                                RM2. Black, Violet 

               Obs. 27 Jan. 1961                    Obs. 30 Jan.-24 Feb. 1961 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                   CC1. 161x113 (WHO-Geneva CC  on back) 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

                       Service cover to Denmark, 7 Feb. 1961 
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 A.14     14th, New Delhi, India, 7-24 Feb. 1961, continued 

                        Service cover to New Delhi, 18 Feb. 1961 

          Metered Service cover to WHO-Geneva. 20 Feb. 1961 

         

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
         RM2. on Incoming Mail from Indian Ministry, 24 Feb. 1961 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                     
 

 

                    Invitation to Opening Ceremony, 7 Feb. 1961 
 

Philatelic cover, $5; Service cover, $30; Incoming mail with 

Receiving mark, $20 



World Health Assemblies, continued 

A.15     15th, Geneva, 8-25 May 1962 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                     H1. Type 1                                 H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 8-25 May 1962 
       Many differences-most obvious: the smaller Cross on Type 1. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

            Service cover to WHO at UN New York, 8 May 1962 
 

Philatelic cover, $5; Service cover, $20; Registry label, add $5 

_________________________________________________________ 
A.16      16th, Geneva, 7-24 May 1963 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                     H1. Type 1                                 H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 7-24  May 1962 
       Many differences-most obvious: the smaller Cross on Type 1. 

 

Philatelic cover, $5; Service cover, $20; Registry label, add $5 
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A.17     17th, Geneva, 3-21 Mar. 1964 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                    H1. Type 1                                 H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 3-21 Mar. 1964 
       Many differences-most obvious: the smaller Cross on Type 1. 

                 Invitation to Opening Ceremony, 3 Mar. 1964 

 

Philatelic cover, $5; Service cover, $20; Registry label, add $5 
_________________________________________________________ 

A.18    18th, Geneva, 4-22 May 1965 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                     H1. Type 1                                 H1. Type 2 
                                      Obs. 4-22  May 1965 

       Many differences-most obvious: the smaller Cross on Type 1. 

 
Philatelic cover, $5; Service cover, $20; Registry label, add $5 

_________________________________________________________ 

A.19       19th, Geneva, 3-25 May 1966 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                     H1. Type 1                                 H1. Type 2 

                                      Obs. 3-25 May 1966 

       Many differences-most obvious: the smaller Cross on Type 1. 
 

Philatelic cover, $5; Service cover, $20; Registry label, add $5; 

IRC, $25 



World Health Assemblies, continued 

A.20    20th, Geneva, 8-26 May 1967 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                 H1.  Obs. 8-26 May 1967 

 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3 
_________________________________________________________ 

A.21     21st, Geneva, 6-25 May 1968 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                  H1. Obs. 6-25 May 1968 
 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3 
_________________________________________________________ 

A.22      22nd, Geneva, Boston, MA, USA, 8-25 Jul. 1969 

                                F1.  Red, Obs. 8 Jul. 1969 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

           CC1.  221x114 Airmail, WHO-Geneva CC on back flap 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
                   Invitation to Opening Ceremony, 8 Jul. 1969 

 

Philatelic cover, $12; No Service cover observed as yet. 
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A.23      23rd, Geneva, 5-23 May 1970 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                  H1.  Obs. 5-23 May 1970 

                 Post card from Danish Delegate, 7 May 1970 

 
Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC, $10 

_________________________________________________________ 
A.24     24th, Geneva, 3-22 May 1971 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                    H1.  Obs. 3-22 May 1971 

 
Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3 

_________________________________________________________ 

A.25     25th, Geneva, 9-26 May 1972 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                     H1. Obs. 9-26 May 1972 

 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3 
 



World Health Assemblies, continued 

A.26     26th, Geneva, 7-25 May 1973 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                 H1.  Obs. 7-25 May 1973 

 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 
IRC $6 

_________________________________________________________ 

A.27      27th, Geneva, 7-24 May 1974 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                 

                                   H1. Obs. 7-24 May 1974 

              Post card from Swedish Delegate, 14 May 1974 

 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 
IRC, $6 

_________________________________________________________ 

A.28     28th, Geneva, 13-30 May 1975 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                               H1.  Obs. 13-30 May 1975 

 
Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC $6 
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A.29      29th, Geneva, 3-21 May 1976 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                  

                                   H1.  Obs. 3-21 May 1976 

 
Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC. $6 

_________________________________________________________ 
A.30      30th,  2-20 May 1977 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
                                   H1.  Obs. 2-20 May 1977 

 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 
IRC, $6 

_________________________________________________________ 

A.31      31st, Geneva, 8-24 May 1978 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                   H1.  Obs. 8-24 May 1978 

 
Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC, $6 

_________________________________________________________ 
A.32      32nd, Geneva, 7-25 May 1979 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                   H1. Obs. 7-25 May 1979 
 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC, $6 
 

 

 



World Health Assemblies, continued 

A.33    33rd, Geneva, 5-23 May 1980 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                

                                H1.  Obs. 5-23 May 1980 

 
Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC. $6 

_________________________________________________________ 
A.34     34th, Geneva, 4-22 May 1981 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                              
                               H1.  Obs. 4-22 May 1981 

 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 
IRC. $6 

_________________________________________________________ 

A.35      35th, Geneva, 3-14 May 1982 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                H1.  Obs. 3-14 May 1982 

 
Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC. $6 

_________________________________________________________ 
A.36        36th, Geneva, 2-16 May 1983 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                               H1.  Obs. 2-16 May 1983 

 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC. $6 
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A.37      37th, Geneva, 7-17 May 1984 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                  H1.  Obs. 7-17  May 1984 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

              ML1. Mailing label used on Assembly Press Release 
 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC. $6; Medium WHO post paid cover with ML, $10  

_________________________________________________________ 

A.38     38th, Geneva. 6-20 May 1985    

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                     H1. Obs. 6-20 May 1985 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

               ML1. Mailing label used on Assembly Press Release 

 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC. $6; Medium WHO post paid cover with ML, $10  
_________________________________________________________ 

A.39      39th. Geneva. 5-16 May 1986 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                  H1. Obs. 5-16 May 1986 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

               ML1. Mailing label used on Assembly Press Release 

 
Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC. $6; Medium WHO post paid cover with ML, $10  



World Health Assemblies, continued 

A.40    40th, Geneva, 4-15 May 1987 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                  H1. Obs. 4-15 May 1987 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
               ML1. Mailing label used on Assembly Press Release 

 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 
IRC. $6; Medium WHO post paid cover with ML, $10  

_________________________________________________________ 

A.41       41st, Geneva, 2-13 May 1988 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  H1. Obs. 2-13 May 1988                     GCC1.  162x114 
 

ñGCCò refers to a Generic CC which has no Assembly # designation 

& may be used for other Assemblies. This will be shown when first 
observed & listed when observed later.  Observations solicited. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

             ML1. Mailing label used on Assembly Press Release 
 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Use of GCC, add $5; 

Registry label, add $3; IRC, $6; Medium WHO post paid cover with 
ML, $10  
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A.42      42nd, Geneva, 8-19 May 1989 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                    H1. Obs. 8-19 May 1989 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
               ML1. Mailing label used on Assembly Press Release 

 

Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Registry label, add $3; 

IRC. $6; Medium WHO post paid cover with ML, $10  

_________________________________________________________ 

A.43     43rd, Geneva, 7-17 May 1990 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

     H1.  Obs. 7-17 May 1990           GCC2.  Blue, 162x115 Airmail 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                 ML1. Mailing label used on Assembly Press Release 

         Service cover from Chen Minzhang, President of Assembly.  

                                             15 May 1990 

 
Philatelic cover, $3; Service cover, $15; Use of GCC, add $5; 

Registry label, add $3; IRC, $6; Medium WHO post paid cover with 

ML, $10  


