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2013 UNP Annual Meeting 

 

     On Saturday August 10, 2013 United Na-

tions Philatelists (UNP) held its annual two-

hour meeting beginning at 1:00 pm at the 

Hyatt Regency Milwaukee Hotel in conjunc-

tion with STAMPSHOW 2013 - Milwaukee 

of the American Philatelic Society (APS). 

     After a short welcome by the UNP Presi-

dent Larry Fillion and introductions, where 

attending attendees introduced themselves 

and mentioned their specialized interests in 

United Nations philately, five oral presenta-

tions were made.  Figure 1 shows the at-

tendees, aside from the photographer Larry 

Fillion. 

     Leading off was Larry Fillion who made 

a presentation on “The Two Common Em-

blems for the World Health Organization 

and Two Model Stamps for the ‘World 

United Against Malaria’ Campaign”.   

     Following Larry was Mike Birrer, who 

discussed   “The Malaria Philatelists Interna-

tional Handbook: Emphasis on the More 

than a Dozen PDFs Focused on United Na-

tions Stamps and Cancellations”.         

     Greg Galletti spoke on the “FDCs of the 

1962 United Nations Housing Issue”. 

     Then Clem Clement presented his work 

on the “Origin of the World Trade Organiza-

tion – Havana Conference”.  

     The final oral presentation was by Rich-

ard Powers, who discussed “The League of 

Nations Mandates in the Levant Adminis-

tered by France”.  

     See you in St. Louis in June 2014.  

 

 

Figure 1: Present at the 2013 Annual Meeting were (standing, from left), Clem Clement, Dick 

Powers, Ken Grant, Tim O’Shea and (seated, from left) Greg Galletti, Larry Davidson, Mike 

Birrer and Chris Dahle.  Larry Fillion took the photo. 



THE 2013 UNITED NATIONS ENDANGERED SPECIES SERIES 
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     On October 10, 2013 the United Nations 

Postal Administration (UNPA) issued its twen-

ty-first set of twelve stamps depicting endan-

gered species.  The purpose of these stamps is 

to publicize the work of the Convention on In-

ternational Trade in Endangered Species of 

Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which was 

signed in Washington, D.C. on March 3, 1971.  

As of 1998 the convention had a membership 

of 139 nations. The Government of Switzerland 

serves as the depository of the Convention. 

     The aim of the Convention is to ensure that 

international commerce does not threaten the 

survival of species of wild animals and plants 

in recognition of the fact that unrestricted ex-

ploitation is the second major threat to the sur-

vival of some species, the first being the de-

struction of their habitat.  For this purpose, spe-

cies of wild animals and plants are listed in 

three appendices to the Convention.  Appendix 

I concerns species whose international trade is 

prohibited except under exceptional circum-

stances.  Appendix II handles species whose 

trade is controlled.  Appendix III lists species 

where international trade is restricted from cer-

tain countries. 
   

The 2013 Endangered Species 
 

 
 

Tapirus indicus: The Asian tapir is the only 

Old World tapir and is distinguished by its two-

toned pattern.  Like other tapirs, the nose and 

upper lip are extended to form a protruding 

snout which is used to grab leaves.   

     The Asian tapir is primarily  nocturnal.   Ha- 

bitually using the same paths, it travels long 

distances in search of food.  Its diet consists of 

fruits from a variety of trees and shrubs, as well 

as aquatic plants, leaves, buds and soft twigs. 

     Fragmented populations of this tapir can be 

found throughout Southeast Asia, from south-

ern Myanmar, south-west Thailand, Malaysia 

and the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra.  Habitat 

destruction is the predominant threat to this 

Appendix 1 species.  
 

 
 

Eulemur mongoz: One of the smallest of the 

five Eulemur species, the mongoose lemur has 

soft, woolly fur, a relatively long, bushy tail 

and a pronounced ruff around the neck and 

ears.  Males have a red collar and the eyes of 

both sexes are reddish-orange. 

     These lemurs are tree-dwelling and extreme-

ly agile, leaping between trees.  The activity 

pattern of mongoose lemurs varies with the 

season, making it very different to that of most 

other primates. During the dry season, individ-

uals tend to be more nocturnal, while switching 

to more diurnal activity at the start of the wet 

season.  Their diet includes fruit, flowers, par-

ticularly those from the kapok tree and nectar.   

      This lemur’s range is north-west Madagas-

car, but the species is also found on the Como-

ros Islands, where it is believed to have been 

introduced.  Its habitat includes dry deciduous 

and secondary forests.  The main reason for the 

decline of the Appendix 1 mongoose lemur is 

habitat loss, as dry-deciduous forests continue 

to be cleared. 
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Prionailurus planiceps: The flat headed cat 

has a distinctly elongated, flattened head and 

small, rounded ears, making this unusual mem-

ber of the cat family most similar to civets.  

This cat has about the same size as the domes-

tic cat.  The thick soft coat is reddish brown on 

the top of the head and dark brown on the body. 

     This species is remarkably adapted to a 

semi-aquatic, fish-eating lifestyle.  This cat is 

found in southern Thailand, Malaysia and the 

islands of Borneo and Sumatra.  It was declared 

extinct in 1985, until it was sighted again in 

Malaysia.  Water pollution, especially by oil 

and heavy metals poses a serious threat to this 

Appendix I species. 
 

 
 

Daubentonia madagascariensis: The aye-aye 

is one of the most unusual primates on the 

planet, so much so that it was originally classi-

fied as a rodent.  Its thick coat is slate grey to 

brown with white flecks from the long guard 

hairs, which are lighter at the tip.  The face is 

paler than the rest of the body, with large, 

leathery ears and yellowish-orange eyes.  

     The aye-aye is the world’s largest nocturnal 

primate and is native to Madagascar.  It is a sol-

itary creature that lives high in the crown of tall 

trees.  It finds food by tapping on trees to find 

grubs with its long fingers and then creates 

holes to pull the food out.  It is found in a range 

of habitats from dry forests to rainforests.  This 

Appendix I species is threatened by hunting 

and widespread deforestation causing habitat 

destruction. 
  

 
 

Smutsia temminckii: The ground pangolin 

belongs to a group of eight armor-plated spe-

cies, distinguished from other mammals by 

their protective layer of horny scales.  When 

threatened, it can roll into an almost inde-

structible ball. 

     A specialist in eating ants and termites, its 

strong forelegs bear long, robust claws, capable 

of digging in the ground and tearing apart their 

nests.  The ground pangolin is a solitary and 

nocturnal animal found mainly in western and 

southern Africa.  This Appendix II species in-

habits savanna and woodland, avoiding desert 

or forest and is threatened by hunting, bushfires 

and electric fences. 

Perodicticus potto: The nocturnal, tree-

dwelling potto is the largest member of the Lor-

idae family.  It is a fairly compact and robust 

primate, with a characteristic hunched position 

and dense woolly coat and tail. 

   The potto generally lives and forages in trees.  

Its diet  consists of fruits,  insects, nectar, snails 
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and even small vertebrates.  It has a wide dis-

tribution across western, central and eastern 

Africa, inhabiting lowland, swamp, riverine and 

mountain forests. 

     While this Appendix II species is hunted for 

food in some areas, its nocturnal and secretive 

lifestyle may help protect it from these threats. 
 

 
 

Tarsius syrichta: The most notable feature of 

the Philippine tarsier is its enormous eyes.  This 

primate has the biggest eyes, relative to its 

body weight of any mammal.  The tarsier has 

short forelimbs, but greatly elongated hind-

limbs, a feature which is reflected in its name 

as tarsier refers to the elongated tarsal (ankle). 

     The Philippine tarsiers are nocturnal.  As 

sun sets, they begin to hunt insects.  They are 

endemic to the Philippines and can be found on 

the islands of Samar, Leyte, Dinagat, Bohol, 

Mindanao, Maripipi and Basilan.  The numbers 

of this Appendix II species is falling as their 

forest habitat is destroyed and they are hunted 

for food and the pet trade. 

 
 

Pteropus livingstonii: Livingstone’s flying fox 

is one of the largest bats in existence.  While 

they are bats, flying foxes (also known as fruit 

bats) are so named because their muzzles look 

particularly fox-like.  This species is primarily 

nocturnal but is also active during the late af-

ternoon, when it flies from roost sites to feed-

ing sites where forest trees are fruiting. 

    These bats can be found in forests on the is-

lands of Anjouan and Moheli in the Union of 

the Comoros.  This Appendix I species is 

threatened by deforestation and cyclones. 
            

 
 

 Hemigalus derbyanus: The banded civet is a 

cat-like carnivore with sharp, retractable claws.  

It typically has a buff-colored coat with broad, 

dark bands along its back and the base of its 

tail.  It is nocturnal with a diet of mainly inver-

tebrates and fruit. 

     This Appendix II species is found in south 

Myanmar through the Malay Peninsula to Bor-

neo  and  Sumatra.   Its  habitat  includes  forest 



THE JOURNAL OF UNITED NATIONS PHILATELISTS   Vol. 37 #6 DECEMBER 2013                                         5  

brush savanna and mountains and is threatened 

by deforestation and habitat loss. 
 

 
 

Bubo ascalaphus: The pharaoh eagle-owl is an 

attractive bird of prey with striking, large or-

ange-yellow eyes and mottled plumage.  This 

species is an efficient and opportunistic preda-

tor, exploiting almost any small animal that it 

can find.  Small mammals are most commonly 

taken, but snakes, lizards, birds, beetles and 

scorpions are also part of its diet. 

     Distributed throughout much of North Afri-

ca and the Middle East, this Appendix II spe-

cies is generally found in arid habitats, includ-

ing open desert plains, rocky outcrops and 

mountain cliffs and appears to be threatened 

mainly by persecution as in certain local areas, 

it is believed to be an evil spirit. 
 

 
 

Nycticebus coucang: The greater slow loris is 

a nocturnal and strictly arboreal primate.  It has 

a rounded head with a short snout and a stocky 

body.  Its thick and wooly coat tends to be a 

light brown color with a broad dark brown 

stripe running along the midline of the back.  

This slow-moving nocturnal species is unable 

to leap and instead walks very slowly on all 

fours.  While hanging upside down, it feeds on 

flying insects.  It also feeds on fruit, small ani-

mals, birds’ eggs and gum from trees.   

     This Appendix II species is found in South-

east Asia and is threatened by the poorly regu-

lated pet trade as well as traditional medical 

trade.      
 

 

 

Zaglossus spp.: Long-beaked echidnas are 

egg-laying mammals, known as monotremes, a 

group that also includes the duck-billed platy-

pus.  In general they have long, downward 

curving narrow snouts.  The limbs are powerful 

with strong claws that are important in digging 

for food. 

     Echidnas are sometimes known as spiny 

anteaters, although they feed mainly on earth-

worms.  The tongue has a series of spikes at the 

front, which are used to “hook” and reel-in 

worms and other prey items.  During the day, 

individuals seek refuge in burrows, hollow logs 

and cavities in the ground.  When threatened, 

echidnas can erect their spines or burrow down 

so that the spine-free underside is protected.  If 

on a hard surface they roll up into a ball, in a 

similar way to hedgehogs. 

     This Appendix I species is mainly nocturnal 

and solitary.  It is found only in mountainous 

regions of the island of New Guinea in a varie-

ty of altitudes.  The decline of these echidnas is 

probably due mainly to hunting, which contin-

ues today with trained dogs. 



NEW UNITED NATIONS COIN AND FLAG SERIES 
 

By Richard Powers 
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     On November 6, 2013 the United Nations 

Postal Administration (UNPA) issued the sixth 

installment of a series of stamps each displaying 

the flag and a coin from all the 192 current 

members of the UN.  As usual the 24 members 

selected this year appear distributed among three 

mini-sheets (one each for the post offices in New 

York, Geneva and Vienna), each containing 8 

stamps.  The mini-sheets appear on the front and 

back covers of this issue of the Journal. Al-

though the flags of 195 members have already 

appeared on UNNY stamps, this series lets the 

UNPA update the national flags, which changed 

since the original flag series began in 1980. 

     Actually of the 191 flags which had appeared 

on UN flag stamps by 2001, many are already 

redundant or out-of-date.  In 1993 Czechoslo-

vakia (Scott UNNY #355) broke up into the 

Czech Republic (#725) and Slovakia (#720).  In 

1990 the Federal Republic of Germany (#451) 

and the German Democratic Republic (#539) 

reunited.  In 1990 Yemen (#532) and Democratic 

Yemen (#500) united.  Thus, as of 2001, these 

191 flags represent only 188 countries.  Since the 

stamps of the first flag issue, four new members 

have obtained UN membership: Tuvalu (2000), 

Timor Leste (2002), Switzerland (2002) and 

Montenegro (2006).  This brought the member-

ship up to 192.  The flags of these four appeared 

on stamps issued on February 2, 2007. 

     Several members have changed their names 

and/or boundaries. Burma became Myanmar.  

Byelorussia became Belarus in 1991. The Union 

of Soviet Socialist Republics (#456) is now the 

Russian Federation in 1991. Yugoslavia (#333) 

was replaced by the Republic of Serbia in 2006. 

     Each coin-flag stamp pictures a flag and a 

coin.  Presumably this series will be issued over 

a period of eight years, assuming no new mem-

bers are added to the UN.  This multi-year series 

will be in addition to the Endangered Species 

series and the Indigenous Art/People series, 

which generally appear each year. Each coin/flag 

stamp has a UN logo in the adjacent selvage so 

that a tab single of each stamp can be had by 

buying a sheet. 

     The New York stamps have 46¢ denomina-

tions. The countries and the coins shown include: 

 Country   Coin 

          Montenegro            20 cents 

 Grenada            5 cents 

    Palau                         1 cent 

               Niger           100 francs 

 United States of America     25 cents 

             Gabon             100 francs 

    Saint Kitts and Nevis          5 cents 

           Venezuela            1 bolivar 

        The UN-Geneva stamps bear S.Fr.1,40-

values. The countries and coins depicted include: 

 Country    Coin 

         Côte d’Ivoire          100 francs 

       Marshall Islands          100 cents 

  Kenya                     20 shillings 

   Antigua and Barbuda  5 cents 

           Andorra             20 cents 

       Guinea-Bissau           100 francs 

 Tajikistan            50 dirams 

          Micronesia  5 cents 

   The Vienna stamps bear € 0,70-denominations.   

The countries and coins shown include: 

 Country       Coin 

           Malaysia      50 sen 

 Nigeria                            1 Naira 

           Dominica                 5 cents 

              Chad                          100 francs 

 Zambia    20 ngwee 

              Togo                          100 francs 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines  5 cents 

      Syrian Arab Republic  25 pounds 
 

References 

www.un.org/overview/unmember 
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Figure 1: Special Personalized Sheet Commemorating World Humanitarian Day August 19
th

 

with the Message “The World Needs More #________” in ten languages. 

     On August 19, 2012 the United Nations 

Postal Administration (UNPA) issued a spe-

cial personalized sheet to commemorate 

World Humanitarian Day.  The sheet is com-

posed of ten $1.10 stamps bearing the mes-

sage “The World Needs More #____” in ten 

different languages.  The languages used are: 

Somali, Arabic, Russian, Swahili, Urdu, Thai, 

Portuguese, Korean, Chinese and English. 

     World Humanitarian Day is a time to rec-

ognize those who face danger and adversity in 

order to help others.  The day was designated 

by the United Nations General Assembly to 

coincide with the anniversary of the 2003 

bombing of the United Nations headquarters 

in Bagdad, Iraq.  August 19, 2013 marks ten 

years since that tragic event, which claimed 

twenty-two lives.  This year, the international 

community will pause to remember those who 

died, as well as the dozens of aid workers 

who have died in the years since.  In the De-

cember 2003 (page 12) issue of the Journal 

an article appeared on the United Nations 

Memoriam II stamps and the death of the 

United Nations envoy to Iraq Sergio Vieira de 

Mello. 

     But World Humanitarian Day is also an 

opportunity to celebrate the spirit that inspires 

humanitarian work around the globe.    This 

year the UN and its humanitarian partners are 

launching a ground-breaking campaign called 

“The world needs more…”  This is a first-of-

its-kind project that will quite literally turn 

words into aid.  To get involved and to learn 

more about the campaign visit www. world-

humanitarianday.com. 
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2013 UNITED NATIONS STAMP PROGRAM 
(As of November 1, 2013 but subject to changes of date and denominations.) 

See the UNPA World Wide Web Site at: www.un.org/Depts/UNPA 

 January 28           Chinese Lunar Calendar – Year of the Snake 
  (sheet of 10 $1.10 stamps with 10 vignettes) 

Personalized Sheet for Greetings from New York 

(sheet of 10 different $1.10 stamp designs and 10 different vignettes) 

February 13                UN Radio – World Radio Day       

     46¢, $1.10, F.s. 1,40, F.s. 1,90, € 0,70, € 1,70 

      (6 sheets of 20 stamps) 

 March 3  Personalized Sheet for CITES 40
th

 Anniversary 

    (sheet of 10 $1.10 stamps with 10 different vignettes)   

 March 5       Definitives 

          $1.10, $3.00, F.s. 1,00 , F.s. 1,40 , € 0,62  € 2,20 

      (6 sheets of 20 stamps) 

     UNNY Stationery 
         46¢ Pre-stamped envelopes (standard and large), $1.10 airletter 

April 11         World Heritage - China 

         46¢, $1.10, F.s. 1,40, F.s. 1,90, € 0,70, € 1,70 

       (6 sheets of 20 stamps and 3 Prestige Booklets) 

 May 2  Flag Series – (South Sudan, Russian Federation, Myanmar, Cape Verde) 

         $1.10 

    (1 sheet of 16 stamps with 4 blocks of 4 se-tenant stamps)  

May 31    World Oceans Day 

        46¢, F.s. 0,85, € 0,70 

          (se-tenant sheet of 12 stamps) 

      August 9        Space 

   $1.10, F.s. 1,40, € 1,70, + 46¢, F.s.1.00, € 0,62  

       (3 mini-sheets of 8 se-tenant pairs of stamps + 3 souvenir sheets) 

       August 19  Personalized Sheet for World Humanitarian Day 

       (sheet of 10 different $1.10 stamps with 10 different vignettes)   

     September 20  Living with Disabilities: Break Barriers, Open Doors 

    46¢, $1.10, F.s. 1,40, F.s. 1,90, € 0,70, € 1,70, souvenir card 

      October 10        Endangered Species 

      $1.10, F.s. 1,40, € 0,70 

    (3 sheets of 16 stamps with 4 blocks of 4 se-tenant stamps) 

           Set of 3 maximum cards,  

             2013 Endangered Species Annual Collection Folder, FDC with silk cachet 

 October 24    Vienna Event Sheet (Sindelfingen, Germany) 

                    (sheet of 10 € 0,70 stamps and 10 vignettes) 

              November     Coin and Flag Series 

             46¢, F. s. 1,40, € 0,70 

               (3 mini-sheets of 8 stamps) 

     2013 Coin and Flag Collection Folder 

          2013 Annual Collection Folders (New York, Geneva, Vienna) 

 2013 SLOGAN CANCELLATION 
     January 2 United for Peace (continuation of slogan for 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) 

http://www.un.org/Depts/UNPA


THE INTERNATIONAL LEPROLOGY CENTER IN RIO DE JANEIRO 

FUNDED BY THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
 

By Richard Powers 
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Figure 1: Service cover from the League of Nations Leprology Center in Rio de Janeiro. 

     In the October 2009 issue of the Journal, I 

published an article concerning a Zepplin cover 

sent in 1937 from the League of Nations Head-

quarters in Geneva to its International Leprolo-

gy (Leprosy Research) Center (Centro Internac-

ional de Leprologia – CIL) in Rio de Janeiro in 

Brazil.  Recently I came across a letter sent by 

a staff member to his family in New York from 

the Leprology Center in Rio, which provides 

more background on the work done there. 

     Figure 1 shows a service cover from the CIL 

bearing a single 300 reis stamp (Scott # 335) 

postmarked June 17, 1935.  An English transla-

tion from the Portuguese of the corner card in 

the upper left corner of the envelope states: 

International Leprology Center 

Funded under the Auspices of the League of 

Nations 

Headquarters: Oswaldo Cruz Institute,  

Postal Box 916 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

     It is interesting to note that at the time the 

Leprology Center was established by the 

League of Nations, Brazil was no longer a  

League member. It had withdrawn effective 

September 1928 as a result of its failure to re-

ceive a permanent Council seat.  The perma-

nent members had originally been the British 

Empire, France, Japan, Italy and the USA (had 

it joined the League).  When Germany joined 

the League it became a permanent member. 

Four non-permanent seats were initially given 

to Belgium, Spain, Brazil and Greece.  These 

latter seats were valid for only three years, at 

which time, the Assembly would choose new 

non-permanent members.  Both Brazil and 

Spain protested their second-class treatment.  

And Brazil actually withdrew from the League, 

although it claimed the right to continue to be a 

member of the Permanent Court of Internation-

al Justice and, the International Labor Organi-

zation as well as to participate in economic and 

social programs of the League. 

     In September 1931 Brazil presented the 

League Health Organization with an interna-

tional center for research on leprosy, to be 

equipped and maintained entirely at her own 

cost but to work under the direction of the 

Health Committee until June 1939 when it 

closed its doors.   

Reference 

Walters, F.P., A History of the League of Na-

tions, (London: Oxford University Press, 1960)  



AN EXHIBIT OF A HISTORY OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
 

By Greg Galletti 
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Exhibit Scope 

 

     This is the story of the League of Nations, 

the first truly international organization creat-

ed from the ashes of World War I with the 

hopes of preserving the peace and fostering 

cooperation among nations for the general 

good of all mankind.  The League was an ex-

periment in political, economic, and technical 

diplomacy and although the league has gener-

ally been immortalized as a failure by many 

historians, the fundamental principles upon 

which the League was established have sur-

vived to this day in the form of the United 

Nations Organization. We shall see that in 

spite of its obvious failures, the League ac-

complished a great many humanitarian efforts 

which forever changed the lives of millions 

of men, women, and children from all corners 

of the globe. 

     This exhibit is best characterized as a 

Special Study, that is, an exhibit which tells 

the story of a historical event or entity, in this 

case, the League of Nations, through the use 

of postal artifacts. 

     The exhibit is arranged into three major 

chapters.  The first chapter, Origins of the 

League, outlines the most significant interna-

tional events of the late 19th and early 20th 

century which culminated in the formation of 

the League as part of the Treaty of Versailles. 

     The second chapter, The Structure of the 

League, describes the three main bodies of 

the League (Assembly, Council, and Secre-

tariat), and each of the main technical and 

political organizations, including regional 

and affiliate organizations, which carried 

out the League’s functions.  Chapter two 

closes with a look at the physical locations 

the League called home during its life. 

     The third and final chapter, The League 

in Action, is a fascinating look at some of 

the most influential events which confront-

ed the League.  Events such as the Locarno 

Conference which defined its greatest suc-

cess opening the doors of the League to 

Germany,  and the Sino-Japanese Conflict 

and the Abyssinian Crisis which defined its 

greatest failures. Additionally this chapter 

explores the League’s attempts to arbitrate 

international conflicts and maintain jurisdic-

tion over disputed regions such as Leticia 

and the Saarland.   The Final chapter also 

takes a crucial look at the war years when 

the League was all but forgotten in Geneva, 

and the rebirth of hope for peace and pros-

perity with the creation of the United Na-

tions and the transfer of all League assets to 

the new “light of the world.” 

 

Exhibit Outline 

 

Origins of the League of Nations 

 

 
 

Figure 1: 1907 cover from the Second Peace 

Conference in the Hague with conference 

cancel. 

 

The Hague Peace Conferences (Figure 1) 

International Cooperation 

The Great War 

Forerunner Peace Organizations  

National Movements for the League (Figure 

2) 

Birth of the League of Nations 

The Treaty of Versailles 
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The Structure of the League of Nations 

 

The Assembly  

The Council 

 The Secretariat 

Technical Organizations  

Political Organizations 

Affiliated Organizations 

Regional Offices and Societies 

The Home of the League of Nations 

 

 
Figure 2: Postcard Urging Swiss Voters to 

Approve Entry in the League of Nations on 

May 16, 1920. 

 

The League of Nations in Action 

 

Health and Social Questions Economic 

   Questions 

War Reparations and Capitulations 

International Disarmament 

Conflict and Control 

The War Years  

Transition to the UN 

The End of the League (Figure 3) 

 

Highlights of Exhibit 

      

     Although this exhibit is comprised of 

some fascinating and exceedingly scarce 

service covers, a few are worthy of special 

mention. As you travel through the exhib-

it, these exceptional pieces are highlighted 

using a subtle border of blue in lieu of 

black used elsewhere throughout the ex-

hibit. 

 

 
Figure 3: Service League cover cancelled dur-

ing the final League Assembly in 1946. 

 

1) Only recorded example of service mail 

from the ILO - Basel, Switzerland (Figure 

4) dated May 4, 1912.  

 

 
Figure 4: Postcard from International La-

bor Office in Basel in 1912, before the 

Treaty of Versailles was approved.  

 

2) Official mail from the Second League 

Assembly bearing special rectangular date 

handstamp (Figure 5). 

3) Earliest recorded usage (Figure 6) of 

official League service mail (London 

1919). 

4)  Service cover from the ILO Governing 

Body, London, England bearing special 

date handstamp. 

5) Registered service cover from the 1933 

London Economic Conference bearing 

special registry date handstamp. 

6) Service cover from the Leticia Commis-  



 
 

12                                  THE JOURNAL OF UNITED NATIONS PHILATELISTS   Vol. 37 #6 DECEMBER 2013                                                            

 

       sion in the Amazon, South  America (Fig-

ure7). 
 

 
Figure 5: 1921 cover bearing handstamped 

cancel from the Second League Assembly. 
 

 
Figure 6: 1919 League service cover from Lon-

don, which contained a letter from Eric 

Drummond shortly after he was approved 

League Secretary-General. 
 

 
Figure 7: League service cover from Letcia 

Commission (now in Colombia). 

7) Service cover from Permanent Court of 

International Justice bearing 12.5c Star of 

David issue. 

8) Service Cover from the Election Commis-

sion in the Sanjak of Alexandretta. 

9) Only recorded British Command Pay 

Office Service cover - Saar International 

Force. 

10) Only recorded service cover from the 

UNCIO (United Nations Conference on In-

ternational Organization) on note enve-

lope. 

11) Service cover from the opening session of 

the First UN General Assembly - London. 

12)  UNEO Service Cover bearing SdN service  

        issues tied by Genève 10 SdN date stamp. 
 

The League of Nations Postal System 
 
     From its birth at Versailles, the League of 

Nations had a special need for postal opera-

tions to ensure timely and efficient transit of 

official organization correspondence around 

the world.  At the bequest of the League's 

first Secretary General, Sir Eric Drummond, 

the organization administered its own postal 

operations at a local post office located 

within the League's Headquarters.  Opera-

tions at the League post office commenced 

from 0700 - 1900 hours daily.  Service mail 

which was posted outside those hours of op-

eration (and all correspondence of the Inter-

national Labor Organization [ILO]) was 

processed at the local Rue du Mont-Blanc 

post office.  Such mail typically bore ma-

chine and hand cancels with no reference to 

their League origins.   As such, the only 

method of identifying these as correspond-

ence of the League is by observing the spe-

cial stationery, or after 1922, the service 

stamps of the organization.  Postal opera-

tions at the League Headquarters were simi-

lar to other Swiss post offices offering ser-

vices ranging from domestic first class mail, 

airmail, registered, express, and special han-

dling such as insured mail to various inter-

national services. 
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        For League service mail originating out-

side of its Headquarters, the only means of 

identifying such is through the study of the 

cancels, routing information such as origin 

cachets, and addressee information when 

available.  In rare instances, League com-

mittees and specialized agencies located 

outside of its Headquarters (Figure 8) 

printed a supply of stationery bearing the 

identity of the organization.  Today, offi-

cial correspondence from agencies out-

side Geneva is often the only postal 

means of identifying their existence and 

activities.  As can be expected, only a few 

examples of each have been observed in 

the philatelic marketplace, as most were 

either destroyed or retained by the addres-

sors for accounting purposes. 

 

 
 

Figure 8: Service cover from the High 

Commission for Aid to Russians in  

Constantinople in Turkey. 
 

Postage Stamps Used by the  

League of Nations 
 

     During the short interim period in 1919 

when the League of Nations Headquarters 

resided in London, England (Figure 6), no 

special service stamps were issued by the 

British Postal Service for use by the organiza-

tion.  Likewise, with few exceptions, no spe-

cial service stamps were issued for use during 

League Council meetings or special confer-

ences convened outside of Geneva, or by 

League Commissions or Affiliated Organiza- 

tions (with the exceptions of the ILO, Gene- 

va, Switzerland, and the Permanent Interna-

tional Court of Justice at the Hague, Nether-

lands). 

     Beginning about June 1, 1922, the Swiss 

PTT provided some of its stamps, overprinted 

"Société des Nations," for use as official ser-

vice stamps by the League of Nations.  Simi-

larly, starting on March 27, 1923, official ser-

vice stamps overprinted "S.d.N. Bureau In-

ternational du Travail," for use by the ILO 

were made available to the organization.  Pri-

or to that time, ordinary non-overprinted 

Swiss issues were used on official service 

mail of the League of Nations and ILO.  Be-

tween 1922 and 1946, the Swiss PTT issued 

approximately 91 different issues overprinted 

for use by the League Secretariat, and 82 is-

sues overprinted for use by the ILO.  These 

issues ranged from modest 3-centime values 

for use on bulk rate mailings to 10-franc is-

sues for use on heavy domestic and interna-

tional correspondence. 

 

League of Nations Post Office Cancels 

 

     Beginning on November 8, 1920, the 

Swiss PTT provided the League of Nations 

post office with a special circular canceling 

device for use on Secretariat service mail.  

The cancel bore the inscription "Genève 1 

Société des Nations" with the addition of a 

date and hour indicator in the center.  This 

cancel was used at the original postal station 

at the League Headquarters located within 

the Hotel des Bergues, 3 rue du Mont-Blanc.  

On February 3, 1921, the cancel was moved 

to the new League post office within the 

Headquarters building now located at the 

Palais Wilson.  The "Genève 1" cancel (Fig-

ure 9) continued to see use through August 

14, 1927, when it was permanently replaced 

by the "Genève 10 Société des Nations" 

cancel.  The "Genève 10" cancel was used 

throughout   the   remaining    years   of   the  
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League until its replacement on January 2, 

1947, by the United Nations cancel "Genève 

10 Nations Unies." 

     On rare occasion, when the standard 

League canceling device was being serviced, 

special rectangular auxiliary cancels were 

used on official Secretariat mail.  These aux-

iliary marks, are commonly referred to as 

"box cancels," due to their appearance.  Two 

distinct types of box cancels are known bear-

ing the inscriptions "SOC. DES NATIONS," 

and "GENÈVE S-D-N."  The "Soc. des Na-

tions,” cancel is known to have been used on 

June 4, 1923, and from May 23 - 27, 1924.  

The "GDNÈVE S-D-N" cancel is known to 

have been used (Figure 10) from June 27 - 

30, 1927, and again from July 7 - August 13, 

1927.  One additional temporary cancel, bear-

ing the inscription "Genève Spécial" was 

used at the League Secretariat from February 

17- 26, 1936, during the move of the League 

Headquarters into the newly constructed Pal-

ais des Nations. 

 

 
Figure 9: ILO service cover with Geneva 1 

cancel. 

 
Special Cancels of the League  

Assembly, Council, and Special  

Conferences 

      

     During the League Assembly, which con-

vened  annually each fall (typically  in  Sep- 

 
Figure 10: 1927 cover bearing a replacement 

cancel dated 12.VII.27. 

 

tember to October, with the exception of the 

first Assembly which convened in November 
1920), the Swiss PTT made available special 

canceling devices for use on Assembly corre-

spondence.  For the first meeting, two rectan-

gular cancels have been observed bearing the 

inscriptions "GENÈVE ASSEMBL." and 

"GENÈVE ASSEMBLÉE."  The "GENÈVE 

ASSEMBL." cancel is known to have been 

used from November 15 - 18, 1920.  The 

"GENÈVE ASSEMBLÉE" cancel is known 

to have been used from November 15 - De-

cember 21, 1920. For the Second Assembly, 

the rectangular cancel "GENÈVE  

ASS.S.D.N" is known to have been used 

from September 5 - October 7, 1921.   While 

examples of these three cancels have been 

rarely observed, almost all have been phila-

telically created to commemorate the meet-

ing.  Official service mail bearing these can-

cels are exceedingly rare and less than three 

of each have been observed by this author in 

nearly 30 years of active search and study. 
     For the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Assemblies, the 

Swiss PTT made available the circular can-

cel "Genève Spécial" for use on Assembly 

correspondence (Figure 11).  Starting with 

the 6th Assembly (1925) and for all subse-

quent Assemblies, including the 20th and 

final Assembly (1946), the circular cancel 

"Genève Assemblée de la Société des Na-

tions," was used. 
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      Beginning with the special diplomatic 

conference convened at Spa, Belgium, on 

July 5, 1920, several special cancels pre 

pared by the presiding governmental postal 

agencies are known used on League Coun-

cil and special conference correspondence 

as a convenience to the officials in attend-

ance, and secondarily, to commemorate the 

gatherings.  As noted earlier, in most cases 

ordinary postage stamps of the host nations 

were used on meeting correspondence.   

 

 
Figure 11: 1927 registered cover bearing a 

Genève Spécial Cancel. 

      

     One noteworthy exception to this was the 

1929 League Council meeting, in Madrid, 

Spain (Figure 12).  To commemorate the oc-

casion, the Spanish Postal Authority over-

printed a set of 14 issues bearing the portrait 

of King Ferdinand, with a special imprint 

"Sociedad de las Naciones LV Reunion del  

 

 
Figure 12: 1929 registered service cover from 

the Fifty-fifth Council Meeting in Madrid, 

bearing twelve Spanish stamps issued in  

honor of the meeting. 

Consejo Madrid."   As with League Assembly 

correspondence, philatelically contrived co-

vers have survived in some quantity, while 

official usages bearing these special Council 

or conference cancels are exceedingly scarce. 

      A comprehensive listing of these can-

cels is provided in Gaines, "United Nations 

Philately," and is provided for your use. 
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     For the purpose of establishing a ma-

chinery to deal with the preliminary ques-

tions related to post-war relief in Europe 

the United Kingdom Government con-

vened a meeting of the representatives of 

ten governments at St. James’s Palace on 

September 24, 1941. The United States 

Government had been consulted in ad-

vance regarding the plans and had sent a 

message of encouragement.  At this meet-

ing these Governments accepted the prin-

ciples of Atlantic Charter defined by Presi-

dent Franklin D. Roosevelt and Prime Min-

ister Winston Churchill. The “United Na-

tions” grew to twelve members.  

     In July 1942 the UK Government 

formed the Middle East Relief and Refu-

gee Administration (MERRA) to provide 

aid for refugees in the Middle East (princi-

pally Poles, Greeks and Yugoslavs).  Dur-

ing the years 1942 -1944 Sir W. T. Mat-

thews, OBE was Director General of 

MERRA in Cairo, Egypt. This Organiza-

tion was merged into the Balkan Mission 

of the United Nations Relief and Rehabili-

tation Administration (UNRRA) in the 

spring of 1944. Sir Mathews remained 

Chief of the Mission until March 1945.  

Figure 1 shows a letter from the UNRRA 

office in London postmarked November 

30, 1944 addressed to Sir W. T. Matthews 

in Cairo, after having been handed over to 

the Military Post Office for further pro-

cessing. 

     During the months that followed the St. 

James's Palace Conference three separate 

important proposals for the formation of an 

international relief organization were ad-

vanced: the USSR proposals of January 

1942; the Allied Post-War Requirements 

Bureau (the Leith-Ross) proposals of Feb-

ruary 1942; and the United States pro-

posals of May 1942. 

     In November 1942 President Roosevelt 

established the Office of Foreign Relief 

and Rehabilitation Operations (OFRRO) to 

“undertake the work of organizing Ameri-

can participation in the activities of the 

United Nations in furnishing relief and 

other assistance to the victims of war in 

areas occupied by the United Nations”.  

Herbert H. Lehman, then Governor of the 

State of New York, was appointed the Di-

rector of OFRRO. 

     Although Lehman’s office was set up 

within the Department of State almost im-

mediately, its functions were not defined 

until March 1943. In September 1943 it 

was merged with the Office of Lend-Lease 

Administration and the Office of Economic 

Warfare (formerly the Board of Economic 

Warfare). Figure 2 
 

 
 

Figure 1: 1944 UNRRA (London) service letter to Sir W. T. Matthews in Cairo. 
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     In addition to conducting some field 

operations in North Africa, OFRRO de-

voted itself to the study of relief require-

ments in the occupied countries and to 

plans and policies for an international or-

ganization – the United Nations Relief and 

Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA). 

     OFRRO's work culminated in the prep-

aration of documents for UNRRA dealing 

with such subjects as the agreement, the 

organization, the scope of its activities, its 

relations with governments and with prac-

tically all the actual problems that were to 

be confronted by the new organization.  

Figure 3 shows a rectangular dater of the 

office of Mr. Francis Bowes Sayre, at the 

time deputy Director of the OFRRO and 

later the Legal Advisor of UNNRA, as 

well as an oval dater of the Supply and 

Transport Department of OFRRO from 

September 6 and 7, respectively, in 1943. 
 

 
 

Figure 3: Dispatching cancels from the 

OFRRO used in 1943. 
 

     Governor Lehman as Special Assistant 

to the President was responsible for pre-

paring the plans for the meeting of the 

United Nations already scheduled for  No-

vember 9, 1943. The direction of the nego-

tiations leading to the formation of the 

UNRRA agreement remained under the 

control of the Department of State and of 

Dean Acheson. 

     On 9
th

 of November the UNRRA agree-

ment was signed by forty-four nations. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt addressed 

these words to the participants: 
 

     “Here in the White House, seated 

about a table in the historic East Room, 

are representatives of forty-four na-

tions-- United Nations and those asso-

ciated with them. Representatives of 

these forty-four nations--you gentlemen 

here--have just signed an agreement 

creating the United Nations Relief and 

Rehabilitation Administration -- com-

monly known by a simple word as 

UNRRA.  

      All of the United Nations agrees to 

cooperate and share in the work of 

UNRRA--each nation according to its 

own individual resources--and to pro-

vide relief and help in rehabilitation for 

the victims of German and Japanese 

barbarism. 

     When victory comes there can cer-

tainly be no secure peace until there is a 

return of law and order in the oppressed 

countries, until the peoples of these 

countries have been restored to a nor-

mal, healthy, and self-sustaining exist-

ence”. 
 

     The Council, which consisted of one 

representative of each member Govern-

ment, was the policy-making body of 

UNRRA. The First Session of the Council 

meeting was held at Atlantic City, New 

Jersey, from November 10
th

 to December 

1
st
 in 1943, immediately after the signing 

of the agreement (Figure 4).  

     As host Government, the United States 

had provided a staff of technical advisers 

and assistants responsible to Governor 

Lehman and a secretariat to service the 

session. It had prepared a draft agenda and 

a set of temporary rules of procedure. The 

President had appointed Dean Acheson  
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temporary chairman, (Figure 5), to preside 

at the opening meeting and until the Coun-

cil elected its own chairman. In 1992 the 

US Post Office issued a commemorative 

stamp honoring Dean Acheson. 

     The UNRRA Council was the first pub-

lic meeting of representatives of the United      

Nations and as such excited considerable 

interest. The council elected Dean Ache-

son as Chairman of the Council and Her-

bert H. Lehman as the first Director Gen-

eral. The Director General (Figure 6) was 

responsible for all activities of the Admin-

istration within the limits of the “broad 

policies” laid down by the council 
. 

 
 

Figure 5: Dean Acheson, at the time, As-

sistant Secretary of State since 1941 and 

first Chairman of the UNRRA Council. 
 

     The location of the Headquarters Office 

in Washington was predetermined by the 

presence of a number of responsible au-

thorities and agencies in the capital city of 

the United States. The UNRRA Secretariat 

started working in OFRRO Offices in Jan-

uary 1944 (Figure 7). 

     The organization expanded fast and had 

a dozen office locations around DuPont 

Circle in Washington, D. C. After some 

months the Headquarters moved to its final 

address at 1344 Connecticut Avenue. The 

Administration of UNRRA at the peak of 

operations included five types of offices 

and mission in over fifty countries with a 

staff totalling nearly 25.000.   

  In  the  short  period of  its  existence   the 

UNRRA provided not only food, medi-

cine, clothing and shelter, but also laid the 

groundwork for economic recovery in 

many areas of Europe and Asia. The Fifth 

Council was the first international assem-

bly to meet in the Palais des Nations in 

Geneva in August 1946. The Director 

General opened his address with the state-

ment that the activities of the UNRRA 

were ending. The United States had con-

tributed more than 68 % of UNRRA funds 

and supported the finality of the organiza-

tion. The Council assumed the task of 

finding other ways of finishing the remain-

ing work of relief and rehabilitation. It 

made provision for the orderly termination 

of the operation of the UNRRA and desig-

nated the World Health Organization, the 

International Refugee Organization and the 

Food and Agriculture Organization as suc-

cessor organizations to carry on its func-

tions, respectively, in the fields of health, 

social welfare of displaced persons and 

agricultural rehabilitation. UNRRA’s op-

erations in Europe terminated in June 1947 

and in the Far East in December 1947. 
   

 
 

Figure 6: In Washington on December 4, 

1943 President Roosevelt congratulated 

Governor Lehman on his election as first 

General Director of UNRRA. 

Reference 

Woodbridge, George, The History of 
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Figure 2: A letter from the chief of the mission in Morocco addressed to Lehman in Washing-

ton with the corner card of Board of Economic Warfare.  To the right of the corner card is the 

typed legend: “WAR DEP(ARTMEN)T ESSENTIAL MAIL.  The 6¢ air mail stamp (Scott # 

C25) bears a  hand cancel APO 759, dated Oct 19, 1944. 
 

 
 

Figure 4: A private letter dated November 12, 1943 addressed to the President of the UNRRA 

Council Meeting in Atlantic City, New Jersey.  
 

 
 

Figure 7: Letter addressed to L. Gullik , Acting Chief of the UNRRA Secretariat, January - 

August 1944, former chief of the Program & Requirements Divison of OFFRO with an oval 

OFRRO  dispatching dater of Jan 29, 1944. 
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WANTED 
 

Collector and exhibitor seeking Ralph Dyer FDCs for the US and UN Malaria 

Eradication issues of 1962. Looking to acquire many different examples of covers with 

the cachets below (and others if there are any), which were used for both issues. Paying 

top dollar. Also seeking non-FDC commercial usages for these stamps. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please send items/offers to: 

Larry Fillion, 18 Arlington Street, Acton MA, 01720, USA  

or to malariastamps@yahoo.com 
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Chapters of the UNPI 
 

Midwest UN Collectors meets intermittently 

at shows in Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska.  

Contact: Dorothy Green, 2200 36th St., Des 

Moines, IA 50310 or by e-mail: 

dotgreen@worldnet.att.net. 

 

UN Collectors of Chicagoland meets the 

second Monday of the month except in July 

and August at Stamp King, 7139 West Higgins 

Rd., Chicago, Illinois.  Contact: Charles Berg 

at Stamp King at the address given above or at 

stampkingchicago@hotmail.net. 

 

Mid-Atlantic UN Collectors Club meets at 

shows in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic re-

gions.  Contact: Greg Galletti, MAUNCC, 

P.O. Box 466, Mt. Airy, MD 21771-0466. 
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  YEAR 2014 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
     

Printed Journal and Electronic Format (optionally) 

                                 1 year     2 years     3 years                 

         Domestic Dues          $28       $56         $84 

         Canadian Dues          $35       $70        $105 

         International Dues       $50       $100       $150 

         Electronic Format only (valid e-mail address required)   

                                  $18        $36      $54  

 
 

Note: Date on your mailing label indicates the year through which your dues are paid. 

"13" means your membership will expire December 31, 2013 if you do not renew. 

Please make your check (payable in USA funds) to "UNPI". 

You may pay by PayPal through the www.unpi.com website or by PayPal directly. 

For direct payment, add 5% to cover PayPal fees and make payment to bclemjr@yahoo.com. 

Please confirm PayPal payment with an e-mail to the UNPI Secretary. 
 

My check includes a donation to UNPI_______ 
 

Please send payment to UNPI Secretary: 
 

Blanton Clement, Jr. 

UNPI Secretary 

P.O. Box 146 

Morrisville, PA  19067-0146 

U.S.A. 

 

Name:_____________________________ 
 

Address:____________________________ 
 

___________________________________ 
 

___________________________________ 
 

Member # (from label)_________ 
 

e-mail Address______________________________________(Okay to Publish?___) 

 

Brief UN collecting interest________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________(Okay to Publish?___) 
 

Occupation (optional)______________________(for statistics only) 
 

Age (optional)________________(for statistics only) 
 

Are you interested in serving UNPI as an officer?____ 
 

Which office?_______________________________ 
 

Thanks for your continued support. 
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