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EDITOR’S NOTES

Change marks the passage of time just as time, for
the philosophers, is the measure of motion. Growth or
improvement is an important part of any worthwhile change.

It is important that The Journal grow and improve,
and to do this it requires™ cultivation from a different
set of hands. Consider this an open invitation to you as
members of UNP to step forward, grab the plow and begin
breaking new ground. This plowman must devote less time
to the philatelic field henceforth and take more care of
the brood in the stable, so to speak. That includes
planting cash crops and marketing them.

Philately and journalism must of necessity have less
of my time and more of yours, whoever this is who now must
carry on. As many already know, my own special interests
within UN philately will likely keep me in touch with the
membership through these pages.

The new editor must have the continued support of the
membership in the production of articles and in the much-
needed revamping of design and layout. We ought to be
able to hold our own ground in the area of UN philatelic
journalism, here in the U.S. where UN philately began in
earnest in 1951.

After writing or calling Jack Mayer to offer your
services, proceed to enjoy this issue. Bob Kvarnes con-
tinues his series on the First Issue. Robert Paterson,
our UNP Director from Vancouver, B.C., introduced us to a
series of labels issued by Great Britain to publicize the
League of Nations. Richard Powers, no stranger to these
pages, is sure to give you some ideas for adding zest and
originality to your FDC collections.

COVER

Trade and Development is the theme for the third
time in the UNPA release of 6 June 1983. Five
different designs have appeared, three of them on the
latest issue. oOur cover depicts the earlier emis-
sions of 1964 and 1976 together with one of the new
designs.

Release of the stamps this year coincides with
the quadrennial UNCTAD meeting opening the same day
in Belgrade, Yugoslavia.
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FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT ...

In response to Ron Hollinger's article on UNESCO Gift
Stamps, if anyone wants the current Co-Action, send me 25¢
per and a SASE and 1 will mail them from the UN. This is
but one service 1 can offer as your New York host. If you
need anything from the UNPA, send list, payment and SASE.
If you want information from the UN or its agencies tell
me what you need. Include a SASE.

If you come to visit the Big Apple or plan to attend
NOJEX, I can arrange to show you the UN and other sights
and help you with arrangements. There is a super "Y" near
the UN - only $20 per person - and they have a van to the
airports for about $5 per person. If you need tickets or
have other special needs such as transportation to NOJEX,
just drop me a note. 1 am a part-time guide and host.
This is a service to our members. 1 can save you money
and see that you have a great visit. Welcome!

Stephen F. Cohen, 214 East 51 Street, New York, NY 10022.

ADVERTISING INFORMATION TO OUR MEMBERS

Our UNP Journal, as you no doubt can see, is in need
of some advertising. I have been appointed advertising
manager and have set up rates for display advertising that
may may be of interest to a select portion of our member-
ship that seek some special items in UN philately. If you
are, it might be of interest that your Journal goes to at
least 350 UN specialists who just may be able to find that
elusive item you are looking for. Or, you may have a
surplus of certain material and wish to dispose of it.
What better way than to advertise to UN specialists within
your own organization.

Oour ad rates are as follows:

Outside back cover 5-3/4" wide X 10" high $60
Inside back cover 5-3/4" wide X 10" high $50

Full Page 5-3/4" wide X 10" high $40
Helf Page 5-3/4" wide X 5" high $25
Quarter Page 5-3/4" wide X 2%" high $15

10% discount if same ad is placed in six consecutive
issues and paid in advance.

Please send your check with your advertising order
to: Mac Weintraub, 7127 Crooked Oak Drive, Dallas, Texas
75248. Make check payable to United Nations Philatelists,
Inc.

HELP WANTED!

Translators are needed for Dutch- and German-language
philatelic publications to bring them to us through the
pages of ggg Journal . Please contact Jack Mayer, UNP
President, 1f you can be of some assistance,

The Journal of United Nations Philatelists



THEMATIC FRANKING: CUSTOMIZED COVERS

By Richard Powers

In my searches for authentically used
(non-philatelic) United Nations covers, which interest me
from a postal-historical point of view, I have had to wade
through tons of first day covers and other purely
philatelic items concocted by dealers, exhibitiocn
organizers and collectors alike. Because I have long
since accumulated complete collections of Geneva, WFUNA,
UNICEF and Artcraft cacheted first day covers, I tend to
ignore such items <designed to accommodate purely
philatelic interests.

Yet over the years I have come across several items
which caught my attention because of the imagination
and/or ingenuity involved in their creation. These covers
generally include:

a) thematic franking, where stamps linked themati=-
callv to the stamp on its own day of issue are also
cancelled;

b) what I like to call "truly appropriate" cachets,
among which I include corner cards of thematically
linked organizations.

I would like to share some of the more interesting items
that I have come across.

Fig. 1 is an attractive example of thematic franking.
On a Geneva cachet of UNNY #118, the UNTEA (United Nations
Temporary Executive Authority) stamp commemorating UN
activities in West Irian, four other stamps had been added
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Fig. 1: Mixed franking of UNTEA-related stamps on
UNNY #118 FDC.
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and tied by the first day cancellation. The three stamps
beneath the UN UNTEA issue were issued by various postal
administrations which served West Irian (the western part
of the island of New Guinea). From left to right are the
bird of paradise stamps issued when the area was a colony
(Netherlands-New Guinea), when it was under the trustee-
ship of the UN (with UNTEA overprint), and as part of
Indonesia (shown by the stamp bearing the likeness of
President sSukarnoc, the head of the state when Indonesia
assumed control of the area). During the UN transition
period a United Nations Security Force (UNSF) was created
as the police/security arm of UNTEA. Its 1500 men were
provided by Pakistan, which overprinted one of its stamps
indicating this activity. This stamp appears to the left
of the UN UNTEA commemorative. Not only does this cover
provide interesting commentary on the turbulent history of
this area, but alsoc the use of the bird of paradise stamps
complement 1in a very attractive way the same theme
appearing in the Geneva cachet.

In Fig. 2 we have an interesting double first day
cover of the UNNY #114-115 stamps honoring "Development
through Science and Technology" along with two 50-centime
Swiss officials (7038) from the European Office of the
United Nations issued by the Swiss PTT to commemorate the
United Nations Conference on the Application of Science
and Technology for the Benefit of Less Developed
Countries. The first day cancel of the Swiss stamps (4
February 1963) coincided with the opening day of the
conference in Geneva and the UNNY stamps. Since Swiss
postal regulations do not normally allow such double
franking, this cover is also a testament to the ingenuity
of its creator.
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Fig. 2: Double FDC of UNNY #114-115 and Swiss 7038
(UNEO) .

Fig. 3 1is an FDC of UNNY #35-37, issued on the
occasion of the tenth anniversary of the UN. The envelope
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used is of the type the UN used for the fourth mailing of
its third class bulk mailings of official mail and which
normally appeared franked with the 1%¢ pre-cancel UNNY
#2a. The cachet, which notes the tenth anniversary, pro=-
vides an approprlate complement to these commemoratives,
The cover appears to have been autographed by the stamp
artist Claude Bottian (dessinateur-designer}.

UHITED NATIONS -
Haw Fork

PORM 354F ITQUESTTD

Fig, 3: FDC of UNNY #35-37 on envelope of 4th
precancel mailing.

Figures 4 through 8 are examples of FDC's on the
official stationery bearing the corner card of the organi-
zation honored by the stamps. These include the United
Nations Emergency Force (UNEF), UNNY #51-52; the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) with headquarters in
Vienna, UNNY #59-60; the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
in Washington, UNNY #90-91; the United Nations Children's
Fund office in New York (UNICEF), UNNY #161-163; and the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian
Refugees (UNRWA) in Vienna, UNV #17.

Fig. 4: FDC of UNNY #51-52 on UNEF stationery.
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Fig. 5: FDC of UNNY #59-60 on IAEA stationery.
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Fig. 7: UNNY #161-163 FDC on UNICEF stationery.
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However, one need not restrict cneself to official UN
organizations to provide interesting tie-ins with UN
stamps. There exist numerous nonprofit organizations
which could serve as logical candidates to provide cachets
for FDC's. The Pan-American Coffee Bureau in New York
issued a very attractive cachet for the UN Coffee Agree-
ment stamp, UNNY #158, for a malling of its Coffee
Newsletter. This appears in Fig. 9. Similarly, the
Population Institute in Washington, D.C. prepared an
attractive envelope which displays very graphically on the
reverse side the effects of overpopulation. Figures 10

and 10a show this FDC of the World Population Year stamp,
UNNY #252.
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Fig. 9: FDC of UNNY #158 on stationery designed for
Pan-American Coffee Bureau.
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Fig. 10a: UNNY #252 FDC on cover designed by The
Population Institute, Washington, D.C.
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Fig. 10b: Reverse side of cover shown in 10a.

With a little imagination first day of usage covers
of conference cancels can also be dressed up. Fig. 11 is
an example of stationery from the United Nations Confer=
ence on Trade and Development in Geneva with a conference
cancellation on the first day of the meeting, 23 March
1964. More than twelve years later the UN issued a set of
three stamps (UNNY #274-275 and UNG #58) to honor another
in the series of these conferences. On this occasion the
old conference cover was updated with a first day
cancellation of these stamps.

The first day of usage of the UNNY cancellation
honoring the Second United Nations International Confer-
ence on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy is seen in Fig.
12. what makes this cover interesting is that the creator

The Journal of United Nations Philatelists



used UNNY #59-60, issued earlier that year in honor of the
IAEA in Vienna, on an official Swiss PTT envelope lssued
for the Swiss stamps which commemorated the conference in

Geneva. The cachet is actually a picture of the Swiss
stamp.
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amive

Fib. 11: FD cancellation of UNNY #274-275 and UNG
#58 applied to cover of UN Conference on Trade and
Development bearing first day of use of the confer-
ence cancellation.

P L _
"' ON THE FthF.FUI. USES
OF ATOMIC ENERGY. 1958

( . Hriheose..

40 L 35, rus Athénée, | |
. 2 H'I I-'l Gﬁ !V i II
| JOUR D'EMISEION Suleses |

i @10ANO DEMISSIONE
i NUSBABETAR

e et ek

Fig. 12: FD of use of UNNY slogan cancellation
applied to cover bearing cachet for FDC of Swiss
stamp honoring the conference.

Volume &, Number 5, June, 1983

73



74

In 1958 the UN created the Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA) with headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
On 29 December of that year the host nation issued a set
of four stamps on the first day of the first meeting of
the Commission. Fig. 13 is a FDC of these stamps on ECA
stationery. Three years later the UN issued two stamps in
honor of this commission (UNNY #95-96),

Wt saroni  EAE) HATIGHE UHIES Ty v - Foma s
Wamene ooy SRS cowassan sconowout G g e
e VgL i =
. T h“"\ - i . e i & .
s et o Akl

Fig. 13: FDC of Ethiopian stamps honoring the first
meeting of the ECA, applied to stationery from that
agency.

INGSIGNALSY:
CAN:SAVE: .

Fig. 14: FD of use of slogan cancellation, applied
to "Fight Cancer" stamps on stationery of the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

Finally the American Cancer Society recently spon-
sored a cachet for the first day of usage of the UNNY
"Fight Cancer" slogan cancellation, 26 July 1982, Fig. 14
shows such a cover bearing the corresponding UN cancer
stamps (UNNY #207-208) issued in 1970,

In my opinion one is neglecting an interesting aspect

of UN philately if one does not also include such inven-
tive covers in his collection.

The Joumal of United Nations Philatelists



NOTES

The triple FDC's, until now produced only by UN
dealers, apparently are guite popular. WFUNA has now
begun producing them, the first being for the Trade and
Development issue.

Ole Hamann, former UNPA chief, has designed the
cachet for this release, pictured below.

Triple FDC's carry all stamps released in U.S., Swiss
and Austrian denominations and cancelled with the appropri-
ate FD cancellations.

N.Y. XG-ENEVA GENEVA
TN UJN.
GENEVA
U.N. \_/
NEW YDRY, ¥
YIENNA VIENNA
\---_.-'/ =
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] Bty 1IN
TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT nmumm
COMMERCE ET DEVELOPPEMENT WORLD FEDERATION OF UNITED NATIONS AS SOCIATIONS

As reported in the last issue of The Journal, UNPA
announced a postponement of the release of the Human
Rights issue, the last for 1983, to 9 December. This
date, appropriately, is the eve of the 35th anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Now comes word from UNP member and dealer Mike Armus
that suggests another reason for the delay. Armus reports
that the UNPA plans some significant format changes for
this issue. Perhaps production delays or preparation time
deemed necessary for release of this igsue has made it
necessary to delay the release.

A formate change will probably spark new interest in
a UN market that is currently in the doldrums. Collectors
are reminded, however, that change invites speculation.
Precautions are in order so that legitimate collectors are
protected. UNPA undoubtedly will continue its efforts to
service collectors. The experiences of many collectors at
the time of the UNPA and IYC releases, however, clearly
demonstrated that their own diligence was their best
protection. A word to the wise....

Volume 6, Number 5, June, 1983
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THE FIRST ISSUE
Column #7

By Robert G. Kvarnes

In the preceeding two columns (see Vol. 6, No.'s 2&4)
the subject was Fluorescence and the First Issue. Mostly
we discussed how to use fluorescence as an aid in identi-
fying printings, especially the De La Rue Regulars (1¢,
3¢, 10¢, 15¢, 20¢ and 25¢). Little has been said about
flurcescence and the Enschede Regulars (1%¢, 2¢, 5¢, 50¢
and $1 values) primarily because fluorescence is not a key

feature in identifying the printings of these denomi-
nations.,

However, the Enschede stamps are not without
interesting aspects when viewed in ultraviolet light. For
instance, although fluorescence in any significant degree
did not appear in the chronological sequence of the De La
Rue printings until November 1956 (the second printing of
the 15¢ stamp), the Enschede Regulars show it from the
first printings in 1951. A major change in fluorescence
occurred with the appearance of the sixth printing of the
$1 wvalue (#11.6, April 1965). This paper exhibited a
brilliant fluroescence not seen before on the First Issue.
The fluorescence Dbecame known as '"Hi-Brite" and
subsequently appeared on the fourth printing of the 1%¢
(2.4 sept. 1965), the seventh printing of the $1 (11.7,
March 1966) and the fifth printing of the 1%¢ (2.5, March
1967).

A puzzling feature of the Enschede printings showed
up vhen R, Goodey and I were studying the fluorescence.
It seemed that on every printing there was a range of
fluorescence which fell roughly into two groupings. Some-
times these were described as 'creamy tinge' and "bluish
tinge," but most often as "lighter" and "darker" shades of
fluorescence. An explanation escapes me, but the differ-
ence in all the printings is sufficient to encourage the
specialist desiring all varieties of paper to search
diligently for the contrasting shades.

Another note on fluorescence. There is on the market
a camping flashlight which is a combination of flashlight
and fluorescent light. It can be transformed into a
portable blacklight by replacing the white fluorescent
tube with a similarly-sized blacklight. For those able to
search the stamp shows for needed material, the light can
be useful in detecting major differences in fluorescence-
e.g., the bright ,fluorescence from the dull mottled
fluorescence of the last printings of the De La Rue
Regulars. If one has develcped a "reference collection"
in a notebook containing, for comparison purposes,
examples of known printings (using margin singles, margin
blocks, or defective M14 blocks), the portable light can
be of great help especially if the dealer in the booth is
cooperative. 1 believe this lamp is available from
Michael Armus, a UNP advertiser.

A second topic has to do with the scarcity-plentitude
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of First Issue material. As you are probably aware, the
quantity of specific printings varies from as few as
100,000 (several of the second printings) to the 6,000, 000
of the first printings of the 3¢ and 5¢. Scarcity, of
course, relates much more to the quantities sold than to
the quantities printed. The UNPA in many of its publi-
cations has listed quantities printed of the various
printings of the First Issue. However, as far as is known
the UNPA does not have figures on the gquantities sold (or
the quantities destroyed). R. Goodey's study lists the
actual quantities printed. Often they vary slightly from
the UNPA totals.

The pioneers in estimating the actual gquantities of
each printing sold were Reinhold Haussler and Otto Wolke.
Wolke first published these estimates in his manual, The
1951 Definitives-Airmail Issues And Reprints. Both Wolke
and Haussler were frequént visitors to the UNPA sales
counters and witnessed employees pasting stamps on blank
sheets of paper to be turned in for credit.

As you may well imagine, collectors from the start of
sales of the First Issue went after the control number
blocks and the cutout blocks although the significance of
the cutouts was not apparent until later printings with
different shaped cutouts showed up. The collectors
especially sought the MI corner blocks. Once these had
been sold the remainder of the sheets were essentially
unsaleable (except as singles, of which there were plenty
available). This pattern continued throughout the life of
the First Issue (1951-1967). By estimating the numbers of
corner blocks and special blocks, as well as full panes,
Wolke reported total sales varying from 40% to 60% of a
specific issue with the balance being turned in for
destruction. It is believed that all the low values, 1¢
through 5¢ were completely sold out. In 1973 Goodey and 1
got general confirmation of these figures from staff
people who had worked at the UNPA from its start.

The specific estimates are listed in Wolke's book,
Goodey's two-volume set, the Gaines Catalog and in the
Kvarnes-Gocdey First UN Issue Handbook. In using these
figures one should keep in mind that the stamps destroyed
were almost all singles. It seems safe to assume that the
MI blocks of all printings were sold out.

This column will be the 1last, unfortunately, to
receive the gentle and precise editing of Duane Lamers. I,
for one, regret that he must for his own reasons resign.
He has contributed considerably to the Board of Director's
wish to upgrade the quality and the speed of the delivery
of The Journal. Duane's philatelic love is the later
generations cf the definitives and the airmails. He has
asked all of us to help, both.in providing material for
The Journal and for information about the later regulars.
Let's thank Duane by trying to meet those wishes!
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BRITISH LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION LABELS

By Robert K. Paterson

while in London this past summer I acquired a set of
labels apparently issued in England in 1939 to commemorate
the 21st anniversary of the League of Nations and to raise
funds for that organization. The following information
comes from the dealer in "Cinderellas" who sold me the
stamps and from two articles in the English publication,
The Stamp Magazine. There appears to be much uncertainty
about the origin of the stamps and the information here is
most certainly imcomplete in some respects.

There are five denominations of the labels: a
one-penny reddish-brown stamp depicting Viscount Cecil, a
3d. chocolate-brown depicting the Palais des Nations in
Geneva, a 6d. purple with two allegorical figures holding
the scales of justice and an olive branch respectively, a
1/- blue showing the dove of peace and a 2/6 green, again
depicting Viscount Cecil. All of the labels are inscribed
"League of Nations Union," a British organization similar
to the United Nations Associations now existing in many
countries.

R TN R N N T

UE e

Robert, Viscount Cecil of Chelwood, depicted on two
of the stamps, was an idealistic lawyer and scion of a
very prominent English aristocratic family. He devoted
himself to the League of Nations cause in England and
abroad and won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1938.

An unusual feature of the stamps is that some display
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printed watermarks. There are two varieties of this
"pseudo-watermark." The first is a shield-shaped device
with an unlettered scroll and the letters "BPSA" at the
top. This watermark can be found on the one penny and 2/6
values. The second type is a lion holding a banner and
surrounded by the words, "THE BRITISH POSTER STAMP ASSN."
This appears on the 3d., 6d., 1/- and 2/6 wvalues.
Incidentally, the 1/- value appears to be by and far the
scarcest of all the labels.
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The one-penny stamp exists both with and without the
"watermark." There may be other watermark variations
besides these. A major variety occurs in the 2/6 value.
In one form of this stamp the words "League of HNations
Union 1918-1939" are solid colored. My copy of this
variety has the "shield" watermark and is green in color.
In the other (an unissued color trial?) the same
inscription is wuncolored and the stamp is a dark
grey-green shade. My copy of this variety has the "lion"
watermark.

There are other varieties as well. The one penny and
2/6 denominations exist imperforate. There are two
varieties of each. Both of the one penny stamps have the
"shield" watermark but one has a solid shaded background
to the profile of Viscount Cecil. The other has a white
background in the same place (this may be an unissued
trial). The 2/6 imperfs are both "watermarked" with the
shield, ©One comes in a normal green shade like the
perforated variety with solid-colored lettering. The
other may be an unissued color trial as it has
solid-lettering but is bright emerald green in color.

The size of the sheets in which the stamps were
printed is not known to the writer. All the stamps were
also issued in booklet form with three types of labels:
"world Order Based on Justice," "Freedom and Peace Through
Collective Action" and "Use the League to Maintain Peace."
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The stamps were obviously sold to raise funds for the
Union, but the booklets may have been used in some kind of
lottery scheme since they bear serial numbers and a panel
for the filling in of the buyer's name and address.

The stamps appear to have been the work of various
designers. The one-penny stamp bears the initials "M.S."
The 6d. was designed by Francis William Spencer, a noted
English artist. The 1/- stamp was apparently designed by
Eric Gill. It is not known who designed the 3d. and 2/6
values. There is also considerable uncertainty as to the
printing of the labels and the reader is referred to The
Stamp Magazine of March 1979 for a discussion of various
possibilities.

As a final note there also exist publicity labels,
printed in Belgium, for the International Federation of
League of Nations Unions. These are undenominated and
depict a Mercator projection of the world. A full des-
cription of these labels appears in The Stamp Magazine of
July 1982. They constitute WFUNA forerunners.

The League of Nations Union stamps are reminiscent of
those issued by the International Education Bureau in
Switzerland to raise money for Prisoners of War and
described in Gaines, p. 1129. It would be interesting to
know if any readers have any examples of the League Union
stamps on cover or postally used.

ERROR FROM GENEVA

Very rarely do we see cancellation errors from
Geneva. Their scarcity makes them all the more interest-
ing. The illustration below showing a 1989 date was found
amoengst a group of 1980 covers. No doubt the year should
have been 1980.
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