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EDITOR'S MESSAGE

All members should have received a postal card in
early March announcing the UNP nominating committee, which
consists of Benjamin H, Cohen, chairman, Marcia Galletti,
and Earl S, Merriman, The nominating committee's report
appears in the inside back cover of this Journal. Other
candidates may be nominated by petition, The petition must
be signed by at least sgix (6) members and must be
accompanied by the written consent of the nominee(g). The
petition must be delivered to the Secretary on or before
the last day of April,

Stapled into the center of this Journal :is UNP
Auction $7. If you wish, you may separate the Auction book
from the Journal, Charlie 8mith has done another
outstanding job of assembling the auction, The closing
date for receipt of bids is 1 July 1984.

The spring board meeting of UNP will be held at
SCOPEX, State College, PA, 28-29 April 1984. UNP members
are welcome if they wish to attend.

Pictured above is the logo for STaMpsHOW '84, which
will be the site of the 1984 UNP Annual Convention. The
show will be held in Dallas, Texas 23-26 August 1984. We
are 1ooklnq forward to a big turnout of the membership for
this occasion, Why don't you plan to be there? Your UN
collecting experience will most certainly be enriched.

COVER

The cover pictures an early meter cover from the
International Union for the Protection of Industrial
Property, one of the predecessor organizations to the
World 1Intellectual Property Organization, a UN
specialized agency. This cover and a second meter
cover illustrated in Jack Mayer's article, WIPO, are
the only known meter covers to survive,
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. Colin Lawrence, one of our UNP members in Australia,
invltgs UNP members to attend AUSIPEX 84, which is being
held in Melbourne 21-30 September 1984, Lawrence will
represent UNPA, NY at the show. Since the Flags set is
being issued 21 September, and includes the Australian
flag, this should be quite an occasion, If interested, you

should yrite Lawrence at P.0, Box 1025, Bundaberg, 4670,
Australia.

BUY, TRADE, SALE

Your ad could appear here. UNPI members are entitled
to two free ads of three lines or less in the Journal each
year, Send your ad to the editor.

WANTED: Franked or stampless covers, cards, stationary,
etc, from UN Forces mail (INDONESIA contingents ONLY-Congo,
Middle east, etc.) and UNTEA period, preferably used. M,
Hardjasudarma, M.G.H.-Radiology, Kingston, Canada K7L2V7

SALE: Official UN sterling silver Medallic FDC's, 15
medals each in cover with FD cancel, in 3 beautiful blue
albums for years 1974, 75, 76. Make offer to Ray E. Ward,
302 E. 19th Street., Russelville, AR 72801 i

SALE: Repro/Proof of UNNY #158 in full color on glossy
stock, 107x81 mm., Autographed by Rashid Ud Din, designer.
$5 + SASE. Dr. Syd Kay, 1914 Rose Crest, Dallas, TX 75235

NEW MEMBERS

Daniel J., Burns Bronx, NY

Subhash C, Bahl Iselin, NJ

Jerry Clifton New Castle, DE

Paul Rodrigez Bacallio Guaynado, P.R.

Kenneth Grant Baraboo, WI

Paul Jones Morrisville, PA

Frank Maloney Seattle, WA

Baldwin Bryant Pinellas Park, FL

Peter A. King San Diego, CA

Norman Neary San Francisco, CA

William Swanson Duncanville, TX

James Coleman Indianapolis, IN

John van Staden Calgary, Alberta,
Canada

Don Bakos Sunnyvale, CA
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UNITED NATIONS UPDATE (IV)
By David S5,J. Alexander

After the Hundertwasser splash, things seem to have
settled down again to a succession of quiet issues, but
with lower printings, As most of you know by now the Human
Rights sextet, (which was meant to make a splashl) was
withdrawn from sale simultaneously in New York, Geneva and
Vienna at the close of business on Monday December 12,
after barely three days of sale. Customers at counters on
the day of issue were rationed to two sheetlets in local
currency and one in each of the other values, There were
rumors that dealers' orders had been cut drastically,
However in a letter received during the month of February
Rene Gavard, the Chief of UNPA in Geneva, says that the
policy adopted by UNPA for this particular issue (and that
no doubt means at all three offices) prevented any
speculative sales, Regular customers, he says, received
what they ordered; only obviously speculative orders were
somewhat reduced. As a result, says Gavard, there have not
been any complaints and stamps did not overnight reach high
figure values but instead, the stamps are now being traded
at slightly over face with a slight trend upwards, Gavard
was obviously referring to the stamps for the 25th
anniversary of UNPA and for the International Year of the
Child which acquired very high quotations on the market;
the ICY quartet by the way seems now to have fallen £lat on
its face,

This appears to be a clear instance where UNPA has
gone out of its way to assist collectors, A friend of mine
in Western New York had neglected to order the correct
number of Hundertwasser stamps he needed. Upon receiving
his order which was insufficient, he sent in another order
which was filled even though the stamps had officially gone
off sale, Incidentally we hear from several sources,
especially in Geneva, that used Hundertwasser stamps are
extremely rare.

I suppose we may turn the page., In lts Press Release
of 6 February, UNPA gave official figures of stamps issued
during 1981 which are in circulation, It is interesting to
compare them with the printing figures announced in 1981.

The printing totals for the New York stamps were,
throughout the year, 1.9 for the domestic value rate and
1.6 m for the higher values (whether 28c, 31lc, 35c or 40c).
The average number of 20 cent stamps sold was 1,168,843.
This figure was reduced by the poor showing (in New York
only) of the Palestinian Rights issued (993, 489) whereas
for most other issues, the sales were just over 1,2 million
each. For the higher values the average number of stamps
s0ld was much the same: 1,152,385 which again proves what
a very small proportion of UN stamps are used on mail and
that most sales are to collectors in sets, On the basis of
those figures, the reduction in New York printings to 1,4m
at the beginning of 1984 was reasonable,
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In Geneva, the printings were to the order of 1.6m
and the average sold was 1,066,622, slightly less than in
New York., The printings there also have been reduced to
1.4 million,

The vVienna figures are considerably higher, The
usual printing was 2.1m for each value and the average
number sold was 1,586,427. Now the printings have been
reduced to 1.8 million,

As far as the 1981 Flag stamps are concerned,
according to UNPA, the total number of flag stamps sold was
37,991,251 = the printing of 6 million of each of the
sixteen means that 96m were printed. 1In 1982, the total
printing was reduced to 5m and in 1983 to 4m which comes
much nearer to the figure of stamps sold in 1981.

It is quite gratifying to note that the Powers-that-
Be have heeded advice in lowering their printings while
ensuring at the same time that there are enough stamps to
go around, We also note gratefully that as of the
beginning of this year, UN stamps have the issue year
printed on them following the practice adopted by a goodly
number of respected postal administrations (i.e. France,
East and West Germnay, Sweden, Greece, Italy, India,
Austria ete,). This makes sorting a lot easier for
collectors,

UNPA NOTES

YTV TVETTYYTTTY
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Six new stamps honoring World Food Day were issued on
15 March 1984. The special first day cancellations used at
New York, Geneva, and Vienna are illustrated below:
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Since INTERPEX coincided with the first day of issue
of the World Food Day stamps, a special "show cachet" was
used. This is illustrated below:
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)
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UNPA-Geneva will use a "show cachet" at Espana 84,
held in Madrid, Spain 27 April-¢ May., Collectors wishing
the show cachet may send covers franked with UN stamps to:

UN pPostal Administration
¢/o Hirschfeld SA

Plaza del Angel 16,3.B
Apartado 14,094

Madrid, Spain

A new slogan cancellation will be placed in service

on 9 April 1984, The slogans to be used at New York,
Geneva, and Vienna are illustrated below:
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Six new stamps honoring World Heritage-UNESCO will be
issued 18 April 1984. The World Heritage 1list was
established by UNESCO based on recommendations of member
states, in order that the sites listed might be protected
for the enjoyment and betterment of mankind. The sites
shown on the six stamps were selected from photographs and
adapted as stamps by Rocco J, Callari, U,.S.A., and Thomas
Lee, China, The stamps were printed by Harrison and Sons,
Ltd, of the United Kingdom, It is interesting to note that
the printing totals for Geneva and Vienna has been further
reduced (see Alexander's column) to 1,300,000 and 1,700,000
respectively,

The New York issues picture our own Grand Canyon and
the Ancient City of Polonnaruwa, Sri Lanka.

The Geneva issues picture the City of valletta, Malta
and the Los Glaciares National park, Argentina,
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The Vienna issues picture Serengeti National Park,
Tanzania, and the Ancient Town of Shibam, Peoples
Democratic Republic of Yemen,

The special first day cancellation to be used at New
York is illustrated below.
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NOTES

1. Arleigh Gaines, editor of United Nations Philately,
offers the following directly to collectors:
A, Catalog with two binders, with all supplements
through the end of 1983, $32 postpaid in the
U.5.A.
B. Same as above, but only the pages. Will fit any
standard three ring binder., $25 postpaid in the
Usa,
Orders should be sent to:
Arleigh Gaines
R & D Publications, Inc,
Box 351
Spring valley, NY 10977

2. Clay Wallace points out an error in his article in the
December 1983 issue on the London slogan, On page 35,
under note 6, the red handstamp reads KRIEGSGEFANGENEN,
rather than starting with an "P" as indicated.

3. In Steve Cohen's UN Military Notes in the February 1984

Jounal, Fig, 1 should have been Fig. 2 and vice versa.
Sorry for the confusion,
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4, In his Jan,-Feb. newsletter, Mike Armus gives his
opinion on the most popular UN specialities, with 10 being
the most popular and 1 the least:

League of Nations........1l0 Vvienna balloon flights,,..7
Swiss Agency.,....uee.s..10 Blue and white cards,.....7
Printings 1-11 anc Cl-4..10 Military mail and stamps,.7
UNESCO and Intl, Court,,.10 Cinderella stamps.........7

Errors and varieties.,,,..l0 Mint NH MI=4'S,,c00vsecss.6
Forerunner postal historylo Year souvenir folders.....5
Later definitive reprints 9 First flights......v0veee..4
FDCs on official cachets, 51l0gans. ,vinrerennnnreranad
Souvenir cards mint..,.,. T3 =) o - RO ——
Special souvenir cards,.. Dignatory folders,,.......4
WFUNA material,.....vov.. Used stampsS, .,uvveseessees3d

Special souvenir folders,
UNICEF material...,......
Souvenir cards FDC.......

FDCs on commercial cachets3
Intl reply coupons..,.....3
NY show cancels,...,.v.v..3

-1 0@\ W WOo

Mike concludes by saying "I strongly urge you to collect
what turns you on, not what I say, but what vou enjoy."

5. The Virginia Philatelic Federation, raising money for
RMERIPEX, offers VAPEX show covers from 1974 and 1975 with
UN wreath show cancels, Order from Vvirginia Philatelie
Federation, P.0. Box 2153, Norfolk, VA 23501, enclosing
SASE,

Three 1974 covers, cancelled each day of show.,.$2.00
Same, with blue US cancels (never before sold) .$2.50
Three 1975 covers, cancelled each day of show..$2.00

m\%

( 74

\ |
W A4
0N .lgff

THE U.N. PROFESSIONAL

Complete comprehensive UNNY, Geneva, Vienna
plus 1illustrated specialized Newsletter Price
Lists - errors,freaks,varieties,new discoveries,
A sensational eye opener for only 404 postage.
Buying or selling call (212) 674-6607

STANLEY J. ROACH
UN SPECIALIST
199 Prince Street New York, NY 10012
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Hew York

No,

T T . A
MIAM| BEACH STAMP EXPO
WAAMI BEACH FL- 1130 L)

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS YEAR
UHITED NATIONS POSTAL ADSIMETP ETON
—_— T

% é 83 GARFIELD PERRY

clty
Miaml Beach,FL
Chicago, IL
Cleveland, OH
Greenyille ,5C
NHerth Holl ywood,CA
Des Moines , 1A
Hew York, NY

AN

PP,

GREENYILLE, SC

§ WORLD FOOD 2
£ PROORAMME O
| E
3 ]

-‘? a‘ L 4 L

) -~ 2224 APRIL 1883

’(}4‘ Ty *\“ ":‘_Ogll_;_%grwoon_ﬁ

Ll w F ROG!
& PosTaL W it m%%%uﬂﬁf—"
GENEVA
Blue _ Mailed from

Ho, City, Dates Card H.Y, Gen, Vien.
121 London,Eng.,15-20 Feb, 8240 B22 2191 3071
122 Forbach,Fr., 26-28 Feb, 9140 767 2979 3181
123 Malmo,Swed., 19-20 Mar, 8044 567 2454 2280
124 Marsellles,Fr,,21-23 May 7561 595 3279 1718
125 Basel,Switz,,21-29 May 12298 1170 6470 2152
126 Nice,Fr.,24-26 Jun, 8627 2134 14214 3089
127 Spa,Belg,.,16-18 Sept, 7859 468 2341 2320
128 Stockholm,Sved.,1-2 Ock, 7805 1542 2810 2519
129 London,Eng.,21-22 Oct, B193 1171 2460 1246
130 Copenhagen,Den,,3-6 Hov, 9190 1549 1920 2025
131 Strasbourg,Fr.,10-12 Dec,7752 949 4618 31722

18-20 MARC

UNPA SHOW CACHETS-1981 STATISTLCSH

_Dates Exhibltion )
28-30 Jan, Miami Beach Stamp Expo
18-20 Mar, Polpex '83

18-20 Mar, Garfleld-Perry Exhlb,
21-24 Apr. Palpex ‘83

22-24 hApr. Vexos '83

22-24 Apr. Ciapex '8}

23-25 Sept, Stamp Festival 'g3

Stamp Issue, Date

1983 CHICAGO.A.

SAFETY AT SEA

UMTED WATHIAS POSTAL ADWINES TRATION

URITE,

74

4
:
3
9

DES NATIONS UNIES

563

|!l| 26-28

198

ORBACH

ournee
duTimbre

EXHIBTION &

World Communications, 28 Jan,

Safety at Sea, 18 Mar,
.

World Food Programme, 22 Apr,
.

«
Flag Series, 23 Sapt.

H.¥, Gen, vlen,
129 A 169 A 292
430 A 487 A 583
118 A 115 A 309
111 A 163 A 254
462 A 599 A 672
178 A 222 A 325

95 A 141 A 228
155  __  __
106 _
110 ey
413 A 516 A 723
17 B 17 B 61
25 C M C 25

(e B b -

Geneva FDC wlth Show Cac!

STAMP FESTIVAL 83
j22as TEaT AL B

2375 HPLRA MEW YOR NY

UNTED HATIONS
POSTAL ADMEBISTRANION

hets

____Stamp Issue

World Cemmunications
.

Safety at Sea

World Food Programme

Trade and Development

Flag Serfes '83
H
N

HAuman Rights
.

MALMG 19-20.3.1983
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EIN’TEN HATIONEN
212951883

= =
UNITED HATIONS POSTAL
ADMINISTRATION * GENEYA

Vienna

Clty, Dates

Rodenberg,HG,25-27 Mar,
Munlch,WGer.,8-10 Apr,
Slegen,WGer, ,22-24 Apr,

Wele,Aus,,28 Apr.-1 May
Salzburg,Aue, ,i1-24 May
Cologne,WGer. ,2-5 Jun,
Limburg,WG,,16-19 Jun,
Bonn,NGer, ,17-18 Sept,
Osnabruck,WG,13-16 Oct,
vienna,Aus.,21-26 Oct,

e e
I TN

PHILATELIC EXHIBITION
UNITED NATIONS

POSTAL ADMINISTRATION

DE MATHON
KOBENHAYN
NORDFRIMEX 13
3§ prember B3

STRASBOURG

White _ Mailed From Geneva FOC with Show Cachets

Cacds H,¥, Gen, vien, .4, Gen, ¥len, amp Tssue
30137 658 940 4012 A 259 A 3121 A €53 Safety at Saa
28571 797 1226 3814 A 321 A 364 A 650 %
30272 526 931 4232 A 242 A 280 A 579 H'or}ﬂ Food Programme
B 78
C 28C 29C 143 .
30629 530 853 5118 A 174 A 198 A 6121 o
29895 578 968 6315 A 190 A 212 A 489 =
28700 806 1010 4561 A 1Bl A 222 A 484 5
29880 642 1120 4238 A 287 A 341 A 693 Trade and Development
25803 601 954 5200 A 132 A 162 A 126 "
28664 1561 1625 5728 A 252 b . Flag Baries 'g)
31849 592 746 4822 A L0 T Flag Series 'g3

*Reprinted from UNOPOST 1-84, Journal of UNO-Philatells
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AN UPDATE ON THE ILO CONFERENCE IN PRAGUE IN 1937
By Richard powers

For four days beginning October 1937 the Governing
Body of the International Labor Organization met in Prague.
As Gaines mentions on page 1062 Czechoslovakia overprinted
three stamps (Scott 236-238) with the inscription B,I,T,
1937 {(Bureau International du Travail). He alsc pictures
the special conference cancel, which states in Czech
"Prague 1 - Meeting of the Board of the International Labor
Office."

Recently I came across two interesting philatelic
items associated with this meeting, which were issued by
the Czechoslovak Post Office., The first is a four-page
presentation booklet (Fig. 1) containing Mint blocks of
nine of the three overprinted stamps. On the cover is the
inscription in French "In Commemoration of the Blst Session
of the Governing Body of the International Labor Office 6-9
Oct. 1937, Prague. The manila colored folder measures
223mm by 303mm and has a blue cord and tassel attached.

wh LA HENOIP_‘E DE LA 81 SESSION DU CONSEIL

| D'ADMINISTRATION DU BUREAU INTERNATIONAL

Fig, 1 Cover of presentation booklet issued by the
Czechoslovak PTT containing blocks of nine of the
sverprinted stamps Scott 236-8 issued in honor of the
Prague ILO meeting of 1937.
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The second item is a four page folder issued in
memory of Thomas Masaryk, who had died three weeks earlier,
Masaryk was the first president of the Czechoslovak
republic, which was founded in the aftermath of World War
I. He appears on the U.S. Champion of Liberty series
(Scott 1147-8). On the second page of this folder, which
measures 202mm by 296mm, are the three overprinted BIT
stamps plus two stamps issued in honor of Masaryk's death
(Scott 234-5), each cancelled with the meeting cancel on
the second day of the meeting, On page 3 is a portrait of
Masarvyk, The cover and second page are reproduced in
Fig.'s 2 and 3, respectively,

VESTNIK

MINISTERSTVA POST A TELEGRAFU

ZEMREL NAM

TOMAS GARRIGUE MASARYK

a ndm viem je pHl tdtko u srdce, ne sbvchom mohli uf ted méfic ieha
velikost a poditat jeho zisluhy. To nechdme d¥jinim; nate je venelend asmutnd
slavnd piitomnost. kdy za hlaholu zvond, 2a smutetntho pochodu vojsk, 21
tichého plite muidii fen uklidi nif ndrod do zemé svéha prvnfho presidenta,
svého osvoboditele 2 osvicentho uéitele demokracie, svého duchovaiho viidee
Tomile G. Masaryka. Sama plda nadi vlasti bude nim sv&edf¥ dm, 32 bude na
vEky schrinkou muze tak velikého.

Nim sklizenym budou zdvidit viky budouc!, ke pme méli cu dest by
vrstevniky prvni hlavy stiru Zeskodovenského, spolupracovat byt v tikolu
sebementim na jeho dile za dnii jeho ¥ivora a provizet ho odima, srdcem nebo
vzpominkou na jeho cestd poslednl

UE ted s¢ do nalcho 24rmutku mke misit pocit hrdosti: Byli jsme ddastndky
viku Masarykova a 3ili jsme svilj #ivoe v obdob! mimotdné slivy adlisteinost
naleho niroda, keerd se soustiedila v hlavé jeho. Tuto slivu, na nff ném byl
din podil, uchovime zbotnt ve svjch &nech i svém Eivotd a nezzendenu ji
odevzdime pokolenfm, kterd pHjdou po nde . (¥

Fig, 2 Cover of memorial folder issued in honor of Masaryk
at the time of the 1937 meeting of the Governing Board of
the ILO in Prague.
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As a fitting memorial to Masaryk, who was the George
Washington of his country, the Ministry of Post and
Telegraph commissioned the eminent Czechslovak novelist,
Karel Capek to write the eulogy appearing on the cover to
express the deep loss to the Czechoslovak nation, For
those of you not familiar with Mr. Capek and his work, he is
perhaps best known to the English-speaking world as the
father of the word "ROBOT",

Fig, 3 Ppage 2 of the memorial folder issued in honor of
Masaryk and bearing the overprinted stamps with the meeting
cancel,
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U.N. WORLDWIDE SERVICE AND PRIVATE COVERS
By Stephen Cohen

You ask, private covers? Yes, these are not service
covers, official UN mail sent in official covers, rather,
they are private mail, sent by UN employees, sometime using
official covers and the UN pouch system, and sometimes
using UN meters,

I see many such covers, going both to the UN in New
York, to a firm that handles insurance for UN worldwide
employees, and from other sources, Let's try to understand
how such private mail is handled.

1. To save time, some UN employees sending mail to
the US, use US stamps instead of UN stamps. This saves
time, since the mail goes right into the US post office at
the UN and into the US mails, instead of waiting to be
cancelled at the UN. This saves a few days. Fig. 1 shows
an example of such usage, on a cover from Western Samoa,

UNITHD £} NaTioNm

Unised Nations Develaprend Biogramas
Py

b M les g
Herrsil L. Imicoy - Co
A Parw AV

New YR Y loole

Fig. 1

2. Private mail is sent by pouch via all UN offices,
Fig, 2 shows a letter sent from Uganda to Geneva, with UN-
Geneva stamps, where it was cancelled and put into the
Swiss mails. Fig., 3 shows a letter sent from Zaire to
Vienna, where it was registered and received an UN-Vienna
meter, and then went into the Austrian mail,

3. Some UN offices are very remote, UNICEF, which
is self-supporting, not funded by the UN, might get a
government contribution and a request to use for a certain
project which might be in the boondocks, where no UN pouch
is available, Also, they might not trust the local post
office, so if there is a US Army base nearby, they go to the
Army Postal Service Center and rent a box, and have full US
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postal service available., This was indeed the case with
the cover in Fig. 4, which originated in Jiddah, Saudi
Arabia (confirmed by the addressee and the UN) .

4. Sometimes official stationary is not available to
certain UN employees such as UN advisers, experts, and
UNV's (UN volunteers), and they must write their name,
title, and address, and send by local post, sometimes using
very colorful stmaps and sometimes registered mail,

The UN worldwide field offices are all, in the main,
centered around the local UNDP (UN Development Programme)
office. They share office space, and pouch services, and
in some large capital cities, there are UN office buidings,
Civilian employees of UN military missions share offices
with the mission- UNDOF in the Golan, UNIFIL in Southern
Lebanon, UNSTO, Forces in Cyprus, and UNMOGIP in India and
pakistan, As a rule, these mission employees live in a
safe area hear the mission. For example, in UNIFIL, they
live in Nahariya, Israel, about 20 minutes from
headquarters in Naquora., Mission employees are the only UN
employees allowed to use the pouch, because they work in
areas that have poor or no mail services, but many other UN
employees disregard this rule and, in a sense, abuse the
pouch system,

Hittagunta SEIRAH
OFOESAfUNIFIL

tex 10, G.C,F.0,

WEW YORR, W.¥. 10183

Heebare L. Jamduoa & Co.
S0 Park Avenun
HEW TORE, H.f. 10016

For special services, such as registered or express
mail--which is not part of the pouch system, local post
offices must be used, With the military, if there is a
military post office, they can pay and use it. For
example, in the Golan, they can use the Austrian Field post
Office; the mail goes back to Austria, and then into the
civilian mails, In UNIFIL, there is the French FPO, but it
has no registered mail section; employees use the FPO if
they miss the pouch, which only goes out once a week--see
Fig. 5 for an example of such usage., The employees of UNTSO
headquarters in Jerusalem use the local post, as in Fig. 6.

To those who wish to collect covers form all UN

offices worldwide, good luckl But most collectors know
their limitations and collect a certain area, like ILO,
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UNDP, Military, etc., To give you some idea, there are, as
of 1983, 147 UNDP offices (out of 157 or so UN member
countries), UNESCO has four branch offices and 40 other
offices. UNIC (UN Information Centers) have 64 offices,
UNHCR (UN High Commissioner for Refugees) has 63 branch,
sub, or regional offices, an Hon, Correspondent in Israel,
and an Hon. Representative in Morocco. UNICEF has 10 field
offices, and 70 other offices, of which 10 are sub-offices,.
Then there are FAO, ILO, ICAQ, IMO, WFP, UNV's, etc,, etec,
If anyone would like more information, I have the 1984 list
of all known UN offices worldwide,

UNITED NATIONS @ HATIONS UNIER

K.Hager
P.0.Bx 490 TRUCE BUPERVISION ORGANIZATION

UNTED Jwrusalen
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Unlind Watlons

Fadersl Cradit Unlon
1 United Netione Plecs
Raom OC 300

E"""“‘N Niw rqrk, N.¥, 10017
XPRES Ue
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BY AIR MalL

Fig. 6

The Field Administration Handbook, published by the
UN Field Operations Service in December 1974, gives these
regulations regarding Pouch Mail:

"The granting of Diplomatic mail service to the
UN by governments is a "Courtesy of Trust" and
Diplomatic mail is considered to comprise only
mail related to the official business of the UN,

"Personal letters to or from staff members
in the field may be included in the
diplomatic pouch,"

QUESTION CORNER

Q.5 Why are there two different perforation guide marks
on the First Printing of C-1 (6¢ air)? I have
observed long and short guidemarks. Could this be
two separate printings?

A.5 According to Ramon Goodey's A Study of the First
United Nations Reqular and Alrmalil Postage Stamps
1951-1966, "There are differences in the length of
the main vertical lines (of perf marks) on the 6 cent
and 15 cent wvalues, both within and between
printings, These variations do not indicate new
plates. DeLaRue state that it is not uncommon for
the guide marks to be made larger by re-engraving
during or at the commencement of a printing run, this
helps in punching the dot correctly,"
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FALSE OVERPRINTS OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE STAMPS
OF SWITZERLAND*
By Felix Ganz

Between 1922 and 1943 the Swiss postal administration
overprinted, for exclusive use on official mail of the
League of Nations headquarters in Geneva, and for the
general offices of the International Labour office (also in
Geneva, Switzerland), regular Swiss postage stamps with
black three-or four-line texts reading either

"SOCIETE/DES/NATIONS" or "S.d.N./Bureau/international/du
Travail,"

With these overprints exist sixty-six basic stamps
for the SdN, plus twenty on grilled gum paper, plus one
redrawn issue, or eighty-seven total. During the same
period the ILO received fifty-eight different basic stamps,
plus one redrawn type, plus seventeen of these also on
grilled-gum paper, or a total of seventy-six.

Fig. 1. Each of these four stamps has an authentic
quarter-cancel of a CTO GENEVE 10 (or 1) SdN postmark.

*Reprinted by permission from the August 1983 issue of The
American Philatelist, monthly fjournal of the American
Philatelic Society.
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By contractual obligation these two international
agencies were not allowed to sell or give away mint stamps
with these overprints; and collectors could avail
themselves only of cancelled=-to-order stamps until 1
February 1944, at which date remainder stocks were made
available to collectors in both mint and cancelled form.

Surprisingly, most collectors prefer CTO stamps,
because those genuinely used generally feature smeary or
heavy postmarks, Swiss catalogues (and dealers) give
generous discounts for genuinely used copies!

Mint copies--at wvery hefty prices--nevertheless
exist: some originated from the unmarked specimens sent to
all members of the UPU (later issues received a "SPECIMEN"
overprint to try to control the "leakage" from archival
copies into the philatelic market); and some simply having
been filched by employees of these organization--a practice
referréd to as "inventory shrinkage."

HELVETIA

Fig. 2. Authentic cancelled-to- Eig- 4." Authentic (correct date)
order ILO stamp. LUGANO" usage.

Fig. 3. Three regularly cancelled (normally used) stamps,
with all cancels reading, in part, "GENEVE" or "SOCIETE DES
NATIONS,"

Interestingly, however, false overprints for both
organizations' stamps are found practically always on used
stamps, and for very good reasons. Regularly used, common
Swiss stamps are a penny a dozen, and since according to
many philatelic experts it is supposedly impossible to tell
whether a stamp had the cancellation or the overprint
applied first (if both are in black color), the life of a
falsifier was made that much easier.
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Fortunately for the collector, however, the fakers --
even those producing reasonably decent copies of the
original overprint legend--neglected to observe one
important detail: that of the names of the towns on their
cancelled stamps ready to receive the fake overprints.

SdN and ILO stamps were used only in Geneva
(exceptions for short-duration SaN Congresses in Lugano and
Locarno do not change much in this basic rule of caution,
nor do possible other exceptions of occasional use of one
of these stamps from the post office closest to the living
quarters of a high SdN official). Therefore any town
postmark other than "GENEVE" on these overprinted stamps
already makes the respective stamp ninety-nine-percent
suspect.

Postmarks used for cancelling SdN and ILO stamps read
as feollows:

Circular Date Strikes:
(Hand Strikes)

GENEVE 1 EXP.LETTR. (or: LETTRES)

GENEVE 1 CONS. (or: CONSIG.)

GENEVE 1 DEPOT LETT. (or LETTRES)

GENEVE (1) DEPOT COLIS

GENEVE 1 CONS.MESS. (or MESS.CONS.)

GENEVE 2 GARE CORNAVIN

GENEVE 2 TRANSIT

GENEVE OFFICE DES AMBULANTS

GENEVE 1 SOCIETE DES NATIONS (mostly CTO)

GENEVE 10 SOCIETE DES NATIONS

GENEVE SPECIAL (or 'special')

GENEVE 10 NATIONS UNIES (very late dates)

GENEVE CONFERENCE INTERNAT.DU TRAVAIL

AMBULANT (or BAHNPOST/AMBULANT) (very rare)

GENEVE ASSEMBLEE DE LA SOCIETE DES NATIONS

GENEVE CONFERENCE GENERALE DU DESARMEMENT

LUGANC 1 or LUGANO 1 LETTERE (only 10-15 December
1928; rare)

LOCARNO (only 5-18 October 1925;rare)

{Roller Cancel: with this marking the value of a stamp is
reduced by about seventy-five percent)

GENEVE 1 EXP.LETT.
Rectangular, so-called "emergency" cancels:

SOC.DES NATIONS
GENEVE S.D.N. (or S-D-N: or S.D.N.}

Machine Cancellations:

GENEVE 1 EXP.LETT. (or EXP.LETTR.) in a variety of
date crowns and with a variety of slogans, all of which
must be in French.

A collector who comes across any other town name, or

{in the lower half of the postmark used)upon any text in
German or Italian language, must assume, even before
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checking the overprint for genuineness, that the stamp is
fraudulent in some respect.

Most of the false "SdN' and "BIT" overprints are
pretty easy to detect, once one owns a few genuine ones.
They either are too glossy or too dull black in comparison
with the genuine ones, or their size is simply wrong, as a
number of seen examples will quickly prove to the initiated
collector.

Probably all of the values overprinted for these two
world organizations exist with false overprints, from the
lowly 2 1/2-centime to the expensive l0-franc stmap, and
from the first issue to the very last one.

Starting in 1944 service stamps for both
organizations received a new overprint including the words
"COURRIER DE LA (SdN)" or "COURRIER DU (BIT)." These, to
date, are not known with false overprints, but give the
fakers time, especially since something like one sheet each
of grilled gum paper "Courrier SDN" stamps (genuine) were
discovered in 1966, in part mint and in part cancelled-to-
order. As these items command prices of about $1,500 per
copy, someone Jjust might have unwholesome thoughts on
creating a new batch of falsies!

For about ten years (1965-1975) a steady stream of
these fakes seemed to originate from Canada, but no one was
able to detect the source. They are very frequently found
in world albums offered as job lots at auctions but, sad to
say, they can be encountered anywhere. And dealers, when

Fig. 5. SdN fakes of various types: wrong town gancels;
spindly, squashed, too narrow, too wide overprints....
even a double.
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advised of the non-authenticity of their offerings, very
rarely rip these pieces out of their stockbooks and burn
them (or mark them "FALSE" in indelible ink on their front
or back), which is extremely unfortunate because newer or
beginner collectors will continue to fall Ffor such
falsifications, and that should be stopped.

Recognition Factors for False SDN or BIT Overprints

1. Town cancellation not reading "GENEVE" (or
perhaps "LUGANO" or "LOCARNO").

2. Machine slogang in Italian or German language
(impossiblel).

3. 1Illegible strikes.

4. Circular date stamp with lower-segment text in
German or Italian language.

5. Type font used too large or too small; too
spindly or too fat.

6. .(BIT items only): No dot after "N" of "SdN":
the most frequent fake.
7. Diacritical slashes {acute accent marksj

connected with letter "e" (originals are clean and do not
touch since they were produced from wiped steel plates),

8. Broken letters 1in various locations (broken
letters on originals might occur, but they look totally
different),

9. Wrong black color (not visible in illustrations
in this article),.

10. Missing serifs.

11. Double overprints--the most fanciful of all
fakes!

l2. Wrong spacing between lines.

Fig, 6. BIT/ILO fake overprints of various types,.

Yolume 7, Numbiw J agm! 1484

(0
-1



Literature '

Misteli, Charles. Etude sur les Timbres-poste de la
Societe des Nations, du Bureau International du Travail, et
des Conference Internationales. Geneve: Club Philatel{que
et Aeropostal de Geneve, 1943.

Zeigler, Robert. "League of Nations and Labor Bureau
Overprint Forgeries," "Tell (journal of the American
Helvetia Philatelic Society), Vol. 3, No. 5, May 1977,
pages 101-108.

ODDS AND ENDS

League of Nations Union Labels

Illustrated is a British cover postmarked 1933 with a
different League label tied to the cover, This label, in
blue to blue-gray, is for the League of Nations Unions
World Federation,
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Report of the Naminating Conmittee

The following slate of officers is recommended by
the Nominating Committee for the 1984-1986 term:

President Jack Mayer, Anacortes, Washington
Vice President Greg Galletti, Washington, D.C.
Treasurer Ronald Hollinger, Blue Island, Illinois
Secretary Pearl Borah, New York, New York
Directors: Don Miller, Lincoln, Nebraska
Robert Smith, St. Louis, Missouri
Harry Collier, Chicago, Illinois

Additional nominations may be made by petition
signed by at least six members. They must be
submitted to the Secretary on or before the last day
of April, The written consent of each nominee. A
nominating petition may name candidates for one or
more elected officers and/or one or more directors.
Petitions should be mailed to Ronald Hollinger, 2017
Broadway, Blue Island, I1linois 60406.

The President is to appoint an Election Committee by
the 15th of April. While there is no by-law
requirement, as a practical matter they must be
located so that they can get together to count the
ballots. They will mail ballots to members by the
15th of May. The ballots must be mailed back to the
Election Committee so as to arrive by the 15th of
June. The count is to be made by the 23rd of June
and all nominees notified of the results,

Respectfully Submitted,

Benjamin H. Cohen, Chairman

Marcia Galletti

Earl Merriman
NominatingCommi t tee
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